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Greetings! 
 
We’re coming into January. Whew! It’s the season where we make New Year’s Resolutions, but 
also the season where we take down our Christmas trees, throw out the last of the wrapping pa-
per, finally figure out where to put the presents we received... 
 
Things go back to normal. 
 
Even after all this time and energy we’ve spent decorating, buying presents, and hopefully re-
membering Jesus’ coming and Christ as savior–things go back to normal. We’ll take down the 
Christmas decorations in the sanctuary this month, just like we do everywhere else. We’ll go back 
to reading about other things in our lectionary readings.  
 
Things go back to normal. If anything, there’s a bit less shine to things. The snow isn’t beautiful 
and Christmas-y anymore, it’s just another stress on the road. There’s no more colorful lights, no 
more decorations. It’s just going to work and going to appointments and coming to church and 
cleaning the house. It’s just the stress of getting everything done and, oh yeah, what were my New 
Year’s resolutions again?  
 
Oddly enough, now that we’re done celebrating Christmas, this is when Christmas truly has 
meaning. Jesus didn’t come to be with us just when everything is decorated and glinting, when 
we’re wearing our best and everyone’s full of love because we’re singing Silent Night and the can-
dlelight is beautiful. Jesus also came to be with us when we’ve taken the decorations down and 
now we can see all the cleaning we didn’t do during the holidays. Jesus also came to be with us 
when all the beauty feels like it’s been sucked from the world by the tenth or twentieth grey, 
snowy day in a row. Jesus also came to be with us when just going to work and coming home feels 
like too much, let alone everything else that needs to get done. 
 
Jesus–our Immanuel, our reminder that ‘God is with us’–is still with us, even with the decorations 
and nativity sets gone. Jesus is with us, now as much as ever. 
 
I pray that you see him this month. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Alina 
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Announcing 
Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 21st 
Immediately following worship. 

 

There will be a meal, with church provid-
ing the meat course and the beverage. 
Check the sign-up sheet in the lobby to let 
us know you are coming and the dish you 
wish to share. At the meeting there will be 
the written reports, the adoption of a 
budget, and the election of council mem-
bers.  

To have loved ones remembered, please be sure to add 
them to this new list or call the church office at 412-276
-2446. Thank you! 

 
Here’s what’s happening this  

January in Sunday School 
 

 Lessons for January 
 
Jan 7  “Jesus the Word” 
Jan 14  “In the Beginning” 
Jan 21  “God calls Samuel” 
Jan 28  “Jonah in Ninevah” 
   
 
  Teachers 
Jan 7  Renee Bridges 
Jan 14  Trudy Bridges  
Jan 21  Sue Kinger 
Jan 28             Beth Puko 

Please come and join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers… 

Pastor’s Contact Info 
Pastor Alina Kanaski can be reached at the 
church office, 412-276-2446 or, for pastoral 
emergencies, 520-390-2854. Or you can email 
her at akanaski@pts.edu. She is typically out of 
the office on Thursdays.    

 We mourn the death of Ken Arthur, Sr. a mem-
ber of our congregation.   
 
Ken entered the Church Triumphant on  
December 10th, 2017. 
 
Rest eternal grant him O Lord,  
and let light perpetual  
shine upon him. 

THANKS FOR ALL YOU DO! 

The Advent Brunch– Bob Walker and Fellowship 
Committee  

For Christmas Eve- for Ron, Renee and and eve-
ryone who helped set up the altar for worship 
TWICE on Sunday 12.24!! 

For worship– To our wonderful choir, Director 
and musicians for the gift of their beautiful musical 
talents! 

Randy Arthur 
Pat Baker 
Betty Beck 
Bill Beckler 
Jamie Bridges 
Nadia Caplan 
Tori Chapple 
Bill Delmer 
Jennifer Dudek 
Kathy Glotfelty 
Jennifer Gordon 
Bill Grand 
Carolyn Hamil-
ton 
Mike Hayco 
Beth Hollings-
worth 
Joe Mahalik 
Jim Hickey 
R J Huff 

Howard  
Leonard 
Mary Jane 
McDermott 
Holly Milavec 
Mary Ann Mis-
sonak  
Lauren Petras 
Hank Potts 
Richard Saltz-
man 
Kelly Strachan 
Fran 
Swartzwelder 
Paxton Winks 
 
Sheryl Woodall 
for  
Health and 
Wellness 

 
Pastor Kanaski 
Pastor Cheryl 
 
Skylar Bunk and  
Laura Daniels 
 
Family and 
Friends of 
Ken Arthur, Sr. 
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Worship Participants for  

9:30  AM Worship 
 

Lay Reader 
Jan 7 ................... Renee Bridges 
Jan 14 ................. Ken Arthur, Jr. 
Jan 21 ................. Stephen Lacey 
Jan 28 ................. .Bob Comfort 

 

Communion Assistants /Cleanup 
Jan 7 ................... Patricia/Joel Petrusik 
Jan 14 ................. Nancy Saltzman 
Jan 21 ................. Ron Milavec 
Jan 28…………..Renee Strack 
Communion Clean Up:  
Peg Grand and Dolores Trichtinger 
 

Ushers 

Arnie DeGeorge, Head Usher 

Jan 7 ................... Beth Puko 
Jan 14 ................. Roger Kinger 
Jan 21 ................. Frank Vitale 
Jan 28 ................. George McCoy 
 

Prayer Leaders 
Jan 7 ................... Bob Walker 
Jan14 .................. TBD 
Jan 21 ................. TBD 
Jan 28 ................. Pastor 

 

Treasurer’s Assistants for January                                                                                           
Stephen Arthur and Dolores Trichtinger 

 

Thank you all for serving! 

 

Weekly Bible Readings 
Preparation for Sunday Worship 

January 2018 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
January 7th  (Baptism of Our Lord) 
First Lesson: Gen 1:1-5 
Psalm: 29 
Second Lesson: Acts 19:1-7 
Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 
 
January 14th (2 Epiphany) 
First Lesson: 1 Sam 3:1-10, 11-20 
Psalm: 139:1-6,13-18 
Second Lesson: 1 Cor 6:12-20 
Gospel: John 1:43:-51 
 
January 21st (3 Epiphany) 
First Lesson: Jonah 3:1-5,10 
Psalm: 62:5-12 
Second Lesson: 1 Cor 7:29-31 
Gospel: Mark: 1:14-20 
 
January 28th (4 Epiphany) 
First Lesson: Deut 18:15-20 
Psalm 111 
Second Lesson: 1 Cor 8:1-13 
Gospel: Mark 1:21-28 
 
 

Interested in Reading a One Year Bible? 
The NIV (New International Version) will be on the ta-

ble in the lobby. If you want to read it, take it home. When you 
have finished it, bring it back and put it where you found it. Let 
the next person spend time with Him reading His word. I have two 
other versions of The One Year Bible already on loan. As folks 
finish them, they will also be placed on the table.      Take. Enjoy. 
Share.        Trudy Bridges 
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Stewardship Moment 
 
One Example of How “Little” Can Be “Mighty” 
 
There’s a little church that sits on a semi-main street 
in a city neighborhood. The church is plain and 
blends in with the houses on each side. People often 
drive by without even realizing it is there. But for oth-
ers in the community, it is known as the church that 
does stuff with kids.  And that’s a great identity. This 
little church averages 12 on a Sunday morning in 
summer, perhaps 20 from fall through spring and 
swells to 40 on festival Sundays. Through the years, 
worship leaders have encouraged the congregation to 
continue to reach out to others. When a small congre-
gation focuses on building maintenance instead of 
ministry, they pave the way to their own demise. 
Members have listened and heeded these words of 
advice. 
 
And so this little church commits approximately 12% 
of its budget to mission support. The building is 
maintained for longevity and mission. Four members 
spend their Friday evenings with children in the com-
munity in a program set up like Vacation Bible 
School while two others teach Sunday School. Three 
members are weekly drivers for Meals on Wheels.  
Members also actively support two outreach minis-
tries serving the city’s homeless population. Members 
of this tiny church care for one another and reach out 
to others with Christ’s love. 
 
At times, when members become discouraged over 
low worship attendance, the former pastor would en-
courage them to remember what Jesus did through his 
twelve followers. Each member shares in the tasks 
and in the joy. 
 
John 13:34-35 
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you should also 
love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, 
 if you have love for one another. 
 
Vicar Sherry Hazuda 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church - Beechview 
Pittsburgh  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to our newest member,  

Stella Kraft! 
 
 
Stella was born and raised in Kentucky, 
where she married “the boy down the street.” 
She and Henry were married for 47 1/2 years 
until his death in 2009. They have two chil-
dren, Kristine and David, and four grandchil-
dren.  
 
Stella has moved 17 times! She and Henry 
moved regularly for his work, so she has 
lived in Kentucky, Kansas, Ohio, back to 
Kentucky, then to Georgia, Florida, Ken-
tucky again, California, Florida again and 
now Pittsburgh! In her own words, she’s met 
“lots of interesting people.” She moved here 
to be closer to grandkids, and found her way 
to Good Shepherd, where we’re happy to 
have her!  
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We celebrated the baptism of  “A.J.” Hammersmith  
this past month.  Here are Pastor Alina and family  
together at the Baptismal Font. 

Tuesday, November 21st, the 51st Annual 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service was hosted 
by Temple Emmanuel.  About a dozen of the 
faithful from Good Shepherd attended the 
service. Pastor Cheryl and several of the folks 
from GHRM were also present.   

 

Congratulations to our church member, Patricia 
Petrusik on the release of her newest book,! 
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  Happy Birthday 

January 
Name                                 Date 

  
 
Ron Milavec 1 
Billy Haraby 9 
William Arthur 10 
Bill Haraby 11 
Carol Logan 11 
Diane L. Schiff 16 
Larry Woodall, III 21 
Leslie Kumpf 22 
Patricia Petrusik 27 

 
*No anniversaries for this month 

 

December 10th was our annual Advent Dinner. 
It was attended by about 30 people, including Pastor H 
and his wife. The theme was "Comings and Goings". 
The food was good and we bid a warm welcome to our 
new Pastor Alina Kanaski and a very big thank you to 
our Interim Pastor Gene Hollingsworth. 
 

 
Adopt A Grandparent  
What A Huge success! 

 Because of your generosity, along with others, 
all 264 residents of the John Kane Medical Center re-
ceived Mary Kay Hand lotion as a gift this Christmas! 
There were 12 of us gathered for this event. We started 
at 4:30 and joyously sang our way through all the hall-
ways and dining areas. Thank you again to the congre-
gation of Good Shepherd for giving so much for others.  
Merry Christmas! 
 

Debbie Montgomery 

THANKS FOR ALL YOU DO! 

The Advent Brunch– Bob Walker and Fel-
lowship Committee  

For Christmas Eve- for Ron, Renee and 
Olivia doing all of the Altar Guild set-up. 

For worship– To our wonderful choir and 
musicians for the gift of their beautiful mu-
sical talents! 

For Christmas Day– To Ron and Stephen  
for leading Christmas Day worship. 

Food Drive for SHIM  
 

The SHIM food pantries  
are under-stocked, 
due to high demand  
during the holidays,  

We will continue  
our food drive  

to help fill their shelves.  
 

Needed items include:  
 

Pasta & Sauce  
Peanut Butter  
Bagged Rice  

“Helper” Products  
Paper Towels & Toilet Paper  

 

Thank you! 
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Fillers: 
 
A father was approached by his small son who told him proudly, “I know what the Bible means!” 
His father smiled and replied, “What do you mean, ‘you know what the Bible means’? 
 
The son replied, “I do know!” 
“Okay,” said his father, “What does the Bible mean?” 
 
“That’s easy, Daddy,” the young boy replied excitedly.  “It stands for  
Basic Information Before Leaving Earth!” 
 
 
 
A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city because he was short of time and couldn't find a 
space with a meter. 
 
He put a note under the windshield wiper to cover the situation.  It said, “I have circled the block 10 times.  If 
I don’t park here, I’ll miss my appointment.  Forgive us our trespasses.” 
 
When he returned, he found a citation from a police officer along with this note:  “I’ve circled this block for 
10 years.  If I don’t give you a ticket, I’ll lose my job.  Lead us not into temptation.” 
 
 
 
A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas just before a long holiday weekend.  The attendant 
worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of him.  Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a vacant 
pump.  “Reverend,” said the young man, “I’m so sorry about the delay.  It seems as if everyone waits until the 
last minute to get ready for a long trip.” 
 
The minister chuckled, “I know what you mean,” he said.  “It’s the same in my business.” 
 
 
People want the front of the bus, the back of the church, and the center of attention. 
 
 
 

Church mouse says . . .  

Birthdays and anniversaries  
are good for you; 
The more you have,  
The Longer you live! 
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The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to ask the congregation to come up with 
more money than they were expecting for repairs to the church building.  Therefore, he was annoyed to find 
that the regular organist was sick and a substitute had been brought in at the last minute.  The substitute 
wanted to know what to play. 
 
“Here’s a copy of the service,” he said impatiently, “But you’ll have to think of something to play after I 
make the announcement about the finances.” 
 
During the service, the minister paused and said, “Brothers and sisters, we are in great difficulty.  The roof 
repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we need $4,000 more.  Any of you who can pledge $100 or 
more, please stand up.”  
 
At that moment, the substitute organist played The Star Spangled Banner.  And that is how the substitute be-
came the regular organist! 
 
 
 
Give me a sense of humor, Lord, 
Give me the grace to see a joke, 
To get some humor out of life, 
And pass it on to other folk! 
 
 
Don’t wish for each part of life to be past.  Despite all the problems and the pressures, enjoy the journey.  It’s 
a good world and a good life—God made it so, and it is up to us to find the sweetness in it, to find what we 
can of Heaven here, until we arrive, with our loved ones, at that Heaven which is everlastingly hereafter. 
          — Richard L. Evans 
               Good Reading Magazine 
 
 
No person was ever honored for what he received.  Honor has been the reward for what he gave. 
          — Calvin Coolidge 
 
 
Life is my college.  May I graduate well, and earn some honors.   —Louisa Alcott 
 
 

☺ 

Our Sympathy 
 

We mourn the death of Violet Schiff, who died on xx 
Xxxxxxxxx.  Our thoughts and prayers are with xxx 
xxx xxxxxx    and others in Violet’s  family. 
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