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I’ve been thinking a lot about Lent as I enter into my first Lenten season as a pastor.
Lent is a season of penitence, of reflecting on our sins and mistakes and remembering how deeply they go.
Lent is a time of deep acceptance of who you are, including all of the parts you’d rather not think about or
face. That’s why we call for Lenten disciplines, as a way to face our humanity and dependence on God and
our own sin.
And so I found myself wondering what I would do for Lent this year. I stopped giving things up a few years
ago, when I found myself using the practice as a way to stop bad habits rather than think about my relationship with God. I might give something up, but I would fill the space with something equally unhealthy rather
than with God.
Instead of giving something up, I’ve started adding to my day. One year it was five minutes of silent reflection; one year it was a few minutes of making art every morning. If Lent is all about remembering who we are
and reflecting on how we have fallen short, I don’t know how to do that when I am separated from God, who
reminds me to look at all the parts of myself I’d rather ignore and then works to heal them day by day. When I
am feeling far from God, it is more comfortable to look away from all the parts of myself that are ugly and
afraid.
Lent is about more than giving something up, or even adding a new prayer practice, though; Lent is about confronting the ways that we flinch from God, the ways that we drive God away, the ways that we ignore God. It
is about confronting our fears and sins and all the ways we believe God isn’t huge or powerful enough to
come into our struggles and heal our broken places.
I know I’ve been thinking about how I use my money. Since I started at the church, I’ve been so overwhelmed
and swept along that I haven’t been giving. To anything. It’s easier to not think about it. I have even set the
money aside to give, but I don’t like that moment when it leaves my bank account or my wallet. And what if
something happens, what if I need the money? But our resources are gifts of God, given to us so that we can
love others.
What is one thing you’re afraid of letting God into? What is one thing you have a nagging feeling that you
should face? Maybe God is calling you to face it this Lent. Maybe there’s one way you can start facing it.
Maybe there’s one way you can invite God into that space. It doesn’t have to be something huge and timeconsuming (although maybe it is).
What are you thinking about for Lent?
May we all enter the coming season with open hearts, that we may listen to where God is leading us and see
what God is showing us and follow where God leads.
Blessings,
Pastor Alina
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Here’s what’s happening this
February in Sunday School
Lessons for February
Feb. 4

“Healing at Simon’s House”

Feb. 11

“Elijah and Elisha”

Feb. 18

“God’s Covenant with Noah”

Feb. 25

“The Faith of Abraham”
Teachers

Feb. 4

Carol Logan

Feb 11

Renee Bridges

Feb 18

Trudy Bridges

Feb 25

Sue Kinger

Pastor’s Contact Info
Pastor Alina Kanaski can be reached at the
church office, 412-276-2446 or, for pastoral
emergencies, 520-390-2854. Or you can email
her at akanaski@pts.edu. She is typically out of
the office on Thursdays.

Looking Ahead
Good Shepherd Special Services
Wednesday, February 14th 7:30 PM
Ash Wednesday
with Imposition of Ashes
February 18th at 9:30 AM
First Sunday in Lent
With Communion

Please Come and Join Us!
We mourn the death of Richard Saltzman, a
member of our church community.

In Our Prayers...
Randy Arthur
Pat Baker
Betty Beck
Bill Beckler
Jamie Bridges
Nadia Caplan
Tori Chapple
Bill Delmer
Jennifer Dudek
Kathy Glotfelty
Jennifer Gordon
Bill Grand
Carolyn Hamilton
Mike Hayco
Beth Hollingsworth
Joe Mahalik

Jim Hickey
R J Huff
Howard Leonard
Mary Jane
McDermott
Holly Milavec
Mary Ann Missonak
Lauren Petras
Hank Potts
Richard Saltzman
Kelly Strachan
Fran
Swartzwelder
Paxton Winks

Sheryl Woodall
Health Wellness
Pastor Alina
Pastor Cheryl
Skylar Bunk
and
Laura Daniels
Family and
Friends of
Ken Arthur, Sr.
Family and
Friends of
Larry Kepner
Family and
Friends of
Richard Saltzman

To have loved ones remembered, please be sure to add
them to this new list or call the church office at 412276-2446. Thank you!

Richard entered the Church Triumphant on
January 15th, 2018.
Rest eternal grant him O Lord,
and let light perpetual
shine upon him.

Good Shepherd 2018 Council Members
President: Bob Walker
Vice-President/Christian Ed: Carol Logan
Financial Secretary: Stephen Arthur
Treasurer: Ken Arthur, Jr.
Council Secretary: Margaret Lacey
Fellowship Committee: Patricia Petrusik
Worship Chair: Dolores Trichtinger
Communications Chair: Stephen Arthur
Stewardship: Sue Kinger
Christian Ed: Beth Puko
Pastor : Alina Kanaski
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Worship Participants for
9:30 AM Worship

Weekly Bible Readings
Preparation for Sunday Worship
February 2018

Lay Reader
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

4 .............. Bob Walker
11 ............. Bill Grand
18 ............. Patricia Petrusik
25 ............. Arnie DeGeorge

Communion Assistants / Cleanup
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

4 .............. Bill Grand/Stephen Arthur
11 ............. Ken Arthur, Jr./ Stephen Arthur
18 ............. Stephen Lacey/ Stephen Arthur
25 ............. Renee Bridges/ Stephen Arthur

Ushers
Arnie DeGeorge, Head Usher
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

4 .............. Bob Beck
11 ............. Lou Ann Chapple
18 ............. Patricia & Joel Petrusik
25 ............. Stephen Arthur

Prayer Leaders
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

4 .............. Bob Comfort
11 ............. Pastor Alina
18 ............. Pastor Alina
25 ............. Pastor Alina

Sunday School
Carol Logan
Renee Bridges
Trudy Bridges
Sue Kinger

Treasurer’s Assistants for March
Bill Grand and Ron Milavec

February 4th (Epiphany 5)
First Lesson: (Isa 40:21-31)
Psalm: 147:1-11,20
Second Lesson: 1 Cor 9:16-23
Gospel: Mark:1:29-39
February 11 (Transfiguration of Our Lord)
First Lesson: 2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm: 50:1-6 ..
Second Lesson: 2 Cor 4:3-6
Gospel: Mark 9:2-9
February 18th Lent 1
First Lesson: Gen 9:8-17
Psalm: 25:1-10
Second Lesson: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
February 25th Lent 2
First Lesson: Gen 17:1-7,15-16
Psalm: 22:23-31
Second Lesson: Rom 4:13-25
Gospel: Mark 8:31-38
Interested in Reading a One Year Bible?
The NIV (New International Version) will be on the table
in the lobby. If you want to read it, take it home. When you have
finished it, bring it back and put it where you found it. Let the next
person spend time with Him reading His word. I have two other
versions of The One Year Bible already on loan. As folks finish
them, they will also be placed on the table. Take. Enjoy. Share.
Trudy Bridges

Thank you all for serving!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
During Lent we will not hold Wednesday night midweek study with supper this year at Good Shepherd,
but we will be having prayer services on some
Thursday nights from 6:30-7:00 PM. We will announce the dates soon.
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Agenda for December 19, 2017
Call to Order: 7:00 PM
Members Present: Ken Arthur, Jr., Bill Grand, Pastor Alina Kanaski, Carol Logan, Beth Puko, Patricia
Petrusik, Dolores Trichtinger and Bob Walker
Members Absent: None
Devotions: Pastor Alina Kanaski presented a selection from the synod devotional booklet. The selection focused on stained glass windows and how the
light of God shines through them. Good Shepherd is
one panel of the whole window that is the church.
We are part of God’s masterpiece
Devotions for January: Bill Grand.
Council Secretary for the Meeting: Carol Logan
Treasurer's Assistants:
December – Ken Arthur, Jr. and Patricia Petrusik
January – Stephen Arthur and Dolores Trichtinger
Next Council Meeting: Next meeting is Tuesday
January 9, 2017 @ 6:30 PM. Following a brief business meeting, Trent Hancock will be speaking with
us about the Presbyterian faith.
Review and approve the November Council meeting minutes.
The minutes were reviewed and approved.
Old Business:
· Updating our Constitution and By-Laws – No
additional progress has been made since the last
Council meeting. Work on the update will begin in
January.
· Committee Descriptions – No additional descriptions have been drafted.
· Church Safety and Security – Ken Arthur will
check with our insurance company to see if they
have any safety and security requirements.
· Sanctuary Lighting Upgrades – The upgrades
were approved at the last meeting. Bill Bridges plans
to work on the upgrades. No date has been set for
that work.
· Interfaith Thanksgiving Service – Good Shepherd had several members attend the service in
which Pastor Alina participated. It was a moving
experience for all who attended. We will encourage
more members to attend next years’ service.
· Advent Dinner – The dinner went well and was
attended by 30-35 people.

New Business:
Holiday Worship Services –Some negative feedback
about the 5:30 PM Christmas Eve service time, mostly from people who have to work on that day, has
been received. Since it is typically the second most
attended service of the year, we really don’t want to
ignore people’s preferences and needs. Additional
feedback in favor of having a Christmas Day Service
has also been received. We cannot make any changes
this year, but we will issue a survey to determine the
preferred time for a Christmas Eve Service and
whether or not to have a Christmas Day service.
Pastor Alina will write a draft of the survey. If CV
does not wish to combine the Christmas Eve Service
with us in future years, the fairest solution would be
to give each church their preferred time every other
year. So, since CV has the 7:30 PM time slot this
year, we would have it next year. We look forward to
input from all members of our congregation.
Ecumenical Communion Service – The Bishop requested that Good Shepherd host an Ecumenical
Communion Service on Thursday January 25that
11:00 A,M. Due to the late Council meeting date,
Pastor Alina and Bob Walker approved the Bishop’s
request. The synod will organize the service. Our
organist, Skylar Bunk, will be paid by the synod to
provide the music. Members of our congregation are
invited to attend. We will provide the coffee, tea,
and water. Sweet Ministries will provide the cookies.
Sixty people are expected to attend.
Preliminary 2018 Budget
The pledges received thus far for the year of 2018
are $87,576.00. A few more pledges may be received. A 3% increase in salary will be given to the
church secretary, custodian and organist. The final
budget will be approved at the January council meeting prior to the Annual Meeting.
Finance Report:
The November 2017 Treasurer's report was presented. The income for November was over budget by
$717.25. The Women of Worship Craft and Vendor
Show made $1,095.98. This money was donated to
Family Promise. Dolores moved and Beth seconded
that the treasure’s report be accepted. All were in
favor.
Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Alina participated in the SHIM Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service. She also went to Gettysburg
for the First Call Theological Education, which was a
gathering of several synods’ pastors in their first
three years of pastoring.
Cont’d next page
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It was a mix of continuing education and worship.
She met many people, including several people from
our synod. They formed a group of First Call pastors
in the SWPA Synod. The group will meet monthly.
Her pastoral acts included the graveside interment of
Bob Bankert, meeting with Kate and Andrew Hammersmith and Carol and Dale Logan about the meaning of baptism, and then the baptism of AJ Hammersmith.
Committee Reports
Christian Education: Carol Logan
Our Sunday
School children and their families have been taking
turns lighting the candles on the Advent wreath. We
are also discussing the possibility of a combined
event for our children and the children of Chartiers
Valley. Pastor Alina would like the opportunity to
get to know the children.
Communications: Bob Walker continues to update
Facebook with all of the church events and to post
event photos. Our Facebook page shows that we are
an active church. Our event calendar is posted on our
website. The pictures will be changed to winter
scenes shortly.
Fellowship: Our next event is the Annual Meeting
on January 21, 2017. Pastor Alina will be with us for
the meeting. Good Shepherd will pay for a supply
pastor for Chartiers Valley that Sunday. Bob will
check with the Family Deli about croissant sandwiches for the luncheon and will ask Ron if he will
volunteer to make soup.
Property: Bob Walker – The new parking lot lights
have been installed – special thanks to Bill Bridges
and John! Both of the new vinyl banners have been
installed on the building. Bob Comfort has agreed to
repaint the worship time on the wooden sign. Skip is
working on the plumbing issues in the upstairs men’s
room. In January, we will begin organizing our overflowing closets and spaces.
Stewardship: Pledges are up $3,300 over the previous year. We are still waiting for a few more pledges to be returned.
Worship: The next meeting will be held immediately after the annual congregation meeting. A guest
clarinetist will be playing at our Christmas Eve service. Service times for Lent will be the same as last
year.
Motion to adjourn: Bill Grand moved to adjourn
the meeting. Ken Arthur seconded the motion.
The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Carol Logan

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Agenda for January 9th, 2018
Call to Order: 6:30 PM
Devotions for January: Bill Grand shared a selection from
the synod devotional booklet. It was based on 2 Corinthians
5:16-19. “In Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.” This was followed
by several questions for discussion. These questions will be
posted in “The Challenge” for our members to ponder.
Council Secretary for the Meeting: Carol Logan
Devotions for February: Carol Logan
Treasurer's Assistants:
January – Stephen Arthur and Dolores Trichtinger
February – Bill Grand and Ron Milavec
Next Council Meeting: Next meeting is Tuesday February
13, 2018 @ 7:00 PM.
Review of December Minutes: It was moved by Bill
Grand and seconded by Ken Arthur to accept the December
minutes as written. Motion passed.
Old Business:
·
Updating our Constitution, By-Laws and Committee Descriptions – Pastor Alina, Ken Arthur, Bill Grand
and Bob Walker will meet to continue work on updating our
Constitution, By-Laws, and Committee Descriptions.
·
Church Safety and Security – Ken Arthur will check
with our insurance company to see if they have any safety
and security requirements. Bob Walker will check into
monitors to put on our water pipes.
·
Sanctuary Lighting Upgrades – Replacement of
some of the sanctuary lights was approved at the last meeting, Bill Bridges plans to do that work.
·
Congregation Survey Cards – The survey cards will
be distributed closer to the holidays to determine preferences for Holiday Worship Times. Bob has received both
positive and negative feedback regarding the earlier Christmas Eve service time.
·
Ecumenical Communion Service – Good Shepherd
will be hosting an Ecumenical Communion Service at 11:00
on Thursday January 25th. Members of different denominations will be attending and Good Shepherd members are
also invited to attend. We will be serving light refreshments
(provided by Sweet Ministry) in the back of the sanctuary
following the service. Dolores will arrange for two floral
arrangements for the tables. DART would like us to have
someone to direct the guests upstairs and to lock the door
after they have all entered.
·
GHRM 2018 Lease Agreement – There is no current
lease agreement in place. A meeting will be set up between
GSLC and GHRM. Pastor Alina, Bob Walker, and Ken Arthur will meet with Pastor Cheryl.
·
Final 2018 Budget –Bill Grand moved, Patricia seconded, and council approved the final 2018 budget. The
budget, which includes a projected $24,000 deficit for 2018,
will be presented for approval at the annual meeting.
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New Business:
· Pastor Alina’s Vacation Request – She requested a
week off just after Easter in April. (April 3-12). This
would involve missing only one Sunday. Carol Logan
moved, Ken Arthur seconded, and Council approved the
request.
· Council Vacancies – Only Ken Arthur, Jr. and Carol
Logan have terms that expire this month, but both of
them are eligible for a second term. Therefore, there are
potentially no vacancies on Council this year. However,
the position of Council Secretary is still vacant and needs
to be filled.
Finance Report:
The December 2017 Treasurer's report was presented.
The income for December was over budget by
$1,643.25. Dolores moved and Beth seconded that the
treasurer’s report be accepted. All were in favor.
Pastor’s Report:

December 2017
PASTORAL ACTS:
0 Baptisms
0 Weddings
2 Funerals (Ken Arthur, Sr., 12/16/17, with Pastor H;
Larry Kepner, 12/20/17)

Fellowship: The next event is the Annual Meeting. Bob
Walker will buy lunch meats and desserts at Sam’s Club
and perhaps Ron will volunteer to make soup.
Property: Bob Walker – Skip and Bob were in over the
holidays to investigate the plumbing leak. It was caused
by a corroded drain line in the ceiling. Skip called Jay
Reston plumbing and repairs were made this past Saturday. He will restore the upstairs urinal to service sometime this week. Thanks again to Skip for his diligence
and expertise.
Stewardship: Susan Kinger
Many Time and Talent
responses were received and will be referred to the appropriate people. We have accomplished much in the
preceding year and will continue to move forward under
Pastor Alina’s leadership.
Worship: Dolores Trichtinger
this time

No meeting scheduled at

Motion to Adjourn: Dolores moved to adjourn the meeting. Ken Arthur seconded the motion. All approved.
Presbyterian Presentation by Trent Hancock

I know I’ve been saying this every month, but I feel like I’m
settling in and getting used to things at GSLC. December was
a crazy but really good month.
I visited every shut in this month, and took altar flowers to
most of them. I visited Carolyn Hamilton several times after
her fall and hospitalization. I also had the chance to visit with
Ken Arthur and Larry Kepner and their families before they
passed away.
My First Call Theological Education peer group had its first
meeting. I’ve also started regularly attending a periscope
group, where we discuss the lectionary readings for the week
and then talk about ideas, problems or whatever else may
come up. It’s a good, diverse group of people and I really enjoy learning more about Lutheranism and having other pastors
to talk with.
The Advent prayer meetings went well. The evening prayer
services had between 5 and 7 people when it was held at Good
Shepherd. I was really pleased with that number, and thought
it was a beautiful space of calm in what turned into a crazy
Advent season. As for the inserts for written prayer that went
into the bulletin, I got a few written responses turned but not
many. It may be something worth continuing, in that the people who turned them in are people who never speak up during
the announcement time. I was so pleased with how the Christmas Eve service went.

Committee Reports:
Christian Education: Carol Logan No new report
Communications: Bob Walker continues to update Facebook with all of the church events and event photos.
Our Facebook page shows that we are an active church.

February Birthdays
Name

Donald Hunter
Michael Kemp
Alysse Sistik
Judy Grand
Philip Grand
Robert Walker
Amy Kostelich
Dan Woodall
Arnold DeGeorge
Sue Grand
Trudy Bridges
Ben Lantz
Sue Kinger
Dale Logan
Kim Imler
Daniel Woodall, II

Date
6
12
12
16
18
20
20
21
22
22
23
23
26
27
28
28

February Anniversaries
Name
Don and Maryann Ziegler

Date
28th

Page 7
February 2018

Free Income Tax Assistance

Attention Married Couples:
Time is running out to sign up for your spring Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend. Please consider taking a weekend to learn how to make your
marriage a more intimate, loving, Christian union.
Following are the scheduled Northeast US spring
Weekends:
* March 16-18, 2018 at Heritage Hotel Lancaster in
Lancaster, PA. A newly-renovated hotel, home of
the
unique
treehouse-inspired
restaurant,
"Loxley's."
* April 6-8, 2018 at Toftrees Golf Resort in State
College PA. A peaceful resort surrounded by a golf
course and nestled in the woods in the center of
PA.
Registrations are also being accepted for the fall
Weekends: September 14-16, 2018 at Spruce Lake
Retreat in Canadensis, PA; October 19-21, 2018 at
Olmsted Retreat Center in Ludlow, PA; and November 9-11 at Hampton Inn Berkshires in Lenox,
Massachusetts.
Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and
all supplies are included with your $100 per couple
registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a
confidential contribution of whatever amount you
wish to help cover expenses and ensure the continuation of the program.
To be sure to get the Weekend of your choice, sign
up TODAY.
Simply go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org ,
choose the Weekend desired, and pay the $100
registration fee with your credit card, or mark the
option to mail a check. For questions, please contact Northeast US Contacts for Lutheran Marriage
Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166
or fjschamber@comcast.net.

By VITA at The Bible Chapple, 300 Gallery Drive, McMurray, PA 15317. From
South Hills Village: Washington Rd. south
5 miles. Right at light onto Gallery. 0.4
mile to VITA site. Begins 2/5/18 through
4/13/18. Weekdays 8:30 AM until 2:00
PM.
Must bring: Last year’s tax return; ID
for yourself, spouse and dependents; all
W-2 and 1099 tax documents (including
Social Security 1099), 1095 health care
statements, and property tax receipts.
Federal, state and local taxes and real estate/rent rebate applications are prepared.
Both spouses are required to sign joint returns. Questions? Call the IRS at 1-800-829
-1040.
Please do not contact The Bible Chapple.

A Message from Health Ministry
Please be aware that it is still not too late to
receive the Flu Vaccine. With over 1000
Flu cases having been diagnosed in Allegheny County alone to date, it is crucial
that everyone be protected. Rite Aid is one
of the local pharmacies that can provide it
for you and accepts most insurances. There
have also been many cases of Pneumonia,
Bronchitis and the GI Virus, all more severe than we have seen in past years. Frequent hand washing, use of hand sanitizer
when water not available, plenty of daily
water intake and 8 hours of sleep per night
can help put you on the right path to maintaining good health. Remember, it is easier
to prevent then to recover from an illness.
Sheryl Woodall
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Ecumenical Eucharist Service held at
Good Shepherd Lutheran on January 25, 2018

Christmas Worship Survey
Please take time to fill out this survey.
You may place it into the offering plate, mail it
back to the church, hand it directly to Pastor
Alina or drop it off in the secretary’s church
office mailbox.
Thank you!

Did you come to the Christmas Eve Service
Last Year (2017)?

How do feel about the new service time?
Please circle your response
I prefer 7:30 pm
I prefer 5:30 pm
I have no preference
Participants in the service included (left to right):
Rev. Liddy Barlow of Christian Associates, Bishop
Cynthia Moore-Koikoi of the Western PA Annual
Conference of the United Methodist Church, Dr.
Sheldon Sorge of Pittsburgh Presbytery, Rev. Alina
Kanaski of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Bishop
Kurt Kusserow of SWPA Lutheran Synod, and Rev.
David Ackerman of Penn West Conference United

What was your favorite part of the Christmas
Eve Service?

Least favorite part?

Would you like Good Shepherd to have a
Christmas Day Service?
Yes

No

Would you come to a Christmas Day Service?
Yes

No

Thank You for your responses!

February 2018

Page 9

Sunday

Epiphany 5

5

Monday

12
7:00 PM WOW

Lincoln's B-Day

Tuesday

Mardi Gras

7:00 PM Council

13

6

FEBRUARY 2018
4
9:30 AM Worship
w/HC and SS
Pastor Alina

11
Transfiguration
Sunday
w/HC and SS

20

Valentine's Day

Wednesday

7

14
7:30 PM

28

21

Ash Wednesday
Presidents' Day

Pastor Alina

19

27

Worship Service

Lent 1

7:00 PM WOW

26

9:30 AM Worship

18
9:30 AM Worship

Lent 2

w/HC and SS
Pastor Alina

25
9:30 AM Worship
w/HC and SS
Pastor Alina

LOOKING AHEAD:
March 25th 9:30 AM, Palm Sunday
March 29th 7:30 PM, Maundy Thursday
March 30th 7:30 PM, Good Friday
April 1st 9:30 AM, Easter Sunday

Thursday

1

8
7:00 PM Choir

15
7:00 PM Choir

22
7:00 PM Choir

7:00 PM Choir

2

9

16

23

Friday

Groundhog Day

Chinese New
Year

Saturday

3

9:30 AM Property

10

9:30 AM Property

17

9:30 AM Property

24

9:30 AM Property

9:30 AM Property

Monday: Mary Kay Mtg 6-9 PM

2nd/4th Mon. WOW Sept thru May
Tuesday: 6:30-8:30 PM Scouts
Wed: 7 PM GHRM Bible Study, Tai Chi
Thursday: 7 PM Choir (Sept-May)

Friday PM: Barber National Institution

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pittsburgh, PA
Permit No. 2573
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1700 Bower Hill Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15243
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Church mouse says . . .

Birthdays and anniversaries
are good for you;
The more you have,
The Longer you live!

Fillers:
A father was approached by his small son who told him proudly, “I know what the Bible means!”
His father smiled and replied, “What do you mean, ‘you know what the Bible means’?
The son replied, “I do know!”
“Okay,” said his father, “What does the Bible mean?”
“That’s easy, Daddy,” the young boy replied excitedly. “It stands for
Basic Information Before Leaving Earth!”

A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city because he was short of time and couldn't find a
space with a meter.
He put a note under the windshield wiper to cover the situation. It said, “I have circled the block 10 times. If
I don’t park here, I’ll miss my appointment. Forgive us our trespasses.”
When he returned, he found a citation from a police officer along with this note: “I’ve circled this block for
10 years. If I don’t give you a ticket, I’ll lose my job. Lead us not into temptation.”

A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas just before a long holiday weekend. The attendant
worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of him. Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a vacant
pump. “Reverend,” said the young man, “I’m so sorry about the delay. It seems as if everyone waits until the
last minute to get ready for a long trip.”
The minister chuckled, “I know what you mean,” he said. “It’s the same in my business.”
People want the front of the bus, the back of the church, and the center of attention.
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The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to ask the congregation to come up with
more money than they were expecting for repairs to the church building. Therefore, he was annoyed to find
that the regular organist was sick and a substitute had been brought in at the last minute. The substitute
wanted to know what to play.
“Here’s a copy of the service,” he said impatiently, “But you’ll have to think of something to play after I
make the announcement about the finances.”
During the service, the minister paused and said, “Brothers and sisters, we are in great difficulty. The roof
repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we need $4,000 more. Any of you who can pledge $100 or
more, please stand up.”
At that moment, the substitute organist played The Star Spangled Banner. And that is how the substitute became the regular organist!

Give me a sense of humor, Lord,
Give me the grace to see a joke,
To get some humor out of life,
And pass it on to other folk!
Don’t wish for each part of life to be past. Despite all the problems and the pressures, enjoy the journey. It’s
a good world and a good life—God made it so, and it is up to us to find the sweetness in it, to find what we
can of Heaven here, until we arrive, with our loved ones, at that Heaven which is everlastingly hereafter.
— Richard L. Evans
Good Reading Magazine
No person was ever honored for what he received. Honor has been the reward for what he gave.
— Calvin Coolidge
Life is my college. May I graduate well, and earn some honors.

☺
Our Sympathy
We mourn the death of Violet Schiff, who died on xx
Xxxxxxxxx. Our thoughts and prayers are with xxx
xxx xxxxxx and others in Violet’s family.

—Louisa Alcott
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