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Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh, PA.
We invite you to share in opportunities of fellowship and education.
Pastor Alina Kanaski can be reached at
520-390-2854 (cell) or church 412-276-2446.
You may visit us online at www.goodshepherdbowerhill.com.
Send us an E-mail: good_shepherd_lutheran@verizon.net.
Follow us at www.facebook.com/goodshepherdbowerhill

For our first time guests:
Our service can be followed using the worship booklets and folder
inserts provided to you this morning by the usher. Hymns sung today can be
found in the Red Book.
Should you require one; a large print format of this worship booklet is available
from an usher for your use this morning.
For families with children, we have bags with quiet toys available in the back of the
church for your use.
Prayer requests can be entered into the special binder found on the lobby podium.

Worship notes: The season of Advent, which means “coming,” is a time to celebrate Christ’s
promised coming to fulfill God’s purpose for our world. God is faithful to this promise and
we keep awake and watch for it—even in this world in which sin, death, and evil seem ever
present. Parts of our worship service reflect those themes. At the beginning of our service
we sing, “Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy,”—an ancient prayer for
God to care for the needs of the world. We omit the Hymn of Praise until Christmas comes
and we sing lots of joyful songs.
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As we await the old covenant becoming the new covenant, we will omit the psalm, bless
the advent wreath and sing appropriate verses of the hymn #240, “Light One Candle to
Watch for Messiah”, “Alleluia, Hurry the Lord is near” an Advent offering song that reflects the joy of God’s faithful advent—coming—into our midst. Also, we will use verses
from “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” as our post-communion hymn.

PRELUDE:……………………………………………………………………….…..Skylar Bunk

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation may stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.
The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing. Let us gather under
the wings of God’s mercy. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Almighty God,
We confess that we have sinned against you, and against our sisters and brothers. Our
words and deeds have not proclaimed your reign of justice and truth. We have failed
to watch and pray for the signs of your advent among us. Forgive our sin, and come
quickly to save us.
Amen.
In the advent of Christ, the dawn from on high breaks upon us with light and healing.
Through Jesus Christ, God looks with favor upon you, and forgives all your sins.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN : “Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn”…............Red Book #242
GREETING
From the one who was, who is, and who is to come: Grace and peace be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of
your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
The congregation may be seated.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING:………………………………………………………...Isaiah 61:1-8,8-11
Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the prophet,
moved by the spirit of the Lord, announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and comfort
for those who mourn.
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent
me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn;
1
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to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the
oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They
will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they
shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. . 8For I the Lord love
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justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will
make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are
a people whom the Lord has blessed.10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall
exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH:………………...……..Third Sunday in Advent
Holy are you, God of the brokenhearted and oppressed; You promised to send your
chosen one who gives a garland instead of ashes to those who mourn, who brings
down the powerful and lifts the lowly. As we light these candles, open our lips to testify to the true light coming into the world who enlightens everyone. Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like streams in the desert.
Reveal your truth to us, and fill our mouths with shouts of joy that declare the great
things you have done for us.
Amen.
(Light three candles)

HYMN: “Light One Candle” (Verse 1– 3)…..……………………….………..Red Book #240

SECOND READING:………………………………….…..……….. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual
joy, prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming.
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Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the
words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your
spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this..
16

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Congregation Sings (two times)
Verse: (Choir) “Stay awake, pray at all times, praying that you may be strengthened, that with
confidence you can meet the Son of Man.” Congregation repeats Alleluia.

GOSPEL:………………………………………………………..……..…….John 1:6-8, 19-28
The Holy Gospel according to John , the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a witness to Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light.19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”
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He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”23He said, “I am the
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ”as the
prophet Isaiah said.24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him,
“Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one
whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie
the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John
was baptizing.
20

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON: “God Will Do This”………………….…………………...…..….Pastor Kanaski
The congregation shall stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY: “O, God of Light”………………………………......Red Book #507
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Today we continue with our special Advent prayers, those that were passed in by you. Please
remember to write down your prayers for next week and put them in the offering plate. Guided
by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing, and comfort for
all God’s people.
After each portion on the prayers, the presiding minister says:
Lord in your mercy,
The assembly responds:
Hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was, and who
is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The congregation may share a sign of Christ’s peace, saying, “Peace be with you.”
The congregation shall be seated.
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OFFERING

CHOIR ANTHEM: “A Voice Cries Out”………………………….…………..Michael Joncas

OFFERING SONG: “Alleluia, Hurry the Lord is Near”………….Ernst Sands, Paul Inwood
Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near! (repeat)
Verse 3
Go out to meet him, shout His name.
Hurry the Lord is near;
His mighty kingdom will never end.
Hurry the Lord is near!

.

Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near!

OFFERING PRAYER The congregation shall stand.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. From all that you have given us, receive these gifts, signs of our thanksgiving
and praise. Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to the help of all in
need; through Jesus Christ, our redeemer.
Amen.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy….(the presiding minister continues)….
We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY,HOLY,HOLY: from Missa Emmanuel………………………………..Richard Prouix
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life …
(the presiding minister continues giving thanks)…
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup, we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take
flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION SONG:“ Lamb of God”…………………….……..to the tune: “VENI VENI”
Lamb of God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world, grant us peace, grant
us peace.
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COMMUNION
Today we will celebrate Holy Communion. All baptized Christians– whatever your church
background or however long it has been since you have been in church– are invited to receive Holy Communion. Lutherans believe that the body and blood of Christ are present
in, with, and under the bread and wine. To receive communion, please come forward
down the center aisle, receive the wafer in your hand from the pastor and then dip the
bread in the cup held by the communion assistant. If for whatever reason, you can only
receive the bread or the wine, please know that you still receive the whole Holy Communion.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING:
The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you
in His grace.
Amen
SONG AFTER COMMUNION :
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vs. 5&6……………………….…………...…Red Book # 257
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Wondrous God, we give thanks that you have fed us once again with this foretaste of
the feast to come. Strengthen us through this gift to serve our neighbor with joy, that
all may come to see your glory reflected in the lives of your people; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
In our Savior Christ, God is with us.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.
Almighty God, Father, Son, + and Holy Spirit,
Bless you now and forever.
Amen
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SENDING SONG: “Soon and Very Soon” ………………………….……….Red Book #439
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
And let all God’s people say: Amen.
=============================================================================
Thank you, to today’s participants in worship: Reader, John Koch (Isa 61:1-4, 8-11 and
1 Thess 5:16-24); Communion Assistant, Patricia & Joel Petrusik; Clean Up, L & V Irizarry; Usher, Stephen Arthur; Prayer Leader, Pastor Alina; Sunday School, Sue Kinger,
Treasurer’s Assistants, Ken Arthur, Jr. and Patricia Petrusik.
Next Sunday (Advent 4, December 24th): Reader, Ken Arthur Jr. (2 Sam 7:11,16 and
Rom 16:25-27); Usher, ; Communion Assistant, Ron Milavec; Cleanup, L & V Irizarry;
Leading Prayers, Pastor Alina; Sunday School, Beth Puko; Treasurer’s Assistants, Ken
Arthur and Patricia Petrusik.
Next Sunday (Christmas Eve, 12/24th): Reader, Bob Walker ( Is. 9:2-7, Titus 2:11-14);
Usher, TBD; Communion Assistant, Denise Graham; Cleanup, L & V Irizarry; Prayer
Leader, Pastor Alina; Treasurer’s Assistants, Ken Arthur and Patricia Petrusik.
Collection of non-perishables for the food pantry at South Hills Interfaith Ministries
will happen through the season of Advent.
Thank YOU to everyone who supported the AAG program this year. On Tuesday, Dec
12th, we sang carols and passed out 264 lotions, at the John Kane Center! Over the coming week, we will be sharing MORE hand lotions to other local facilities as well. Thanks
so much for helping in this truly special giving opportunity! Debbie Montgomery.
Our Advent Dinner was a great event, with over 30 people celebrating together.
Looking for alternative gifts for the holidays? Check out giving opportunities via ELCA
Good Gifts. Their catalog is on the lower lobby table.
Ken Arthur, Sr. passed away on Monday, December 11th. The viewing and funeral
were both last week. Please continue to keep the Arthur family in your prayers.
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Sunday, Dec 17th
Advent 3
Pastor Kanaski
Tuesday, Dec 19th
Thursday, Dec 21st
Saturday, Dec 23rd
Sunday, Dec 24th
Advent 24
Pastor Kanaski

This Week at Good Shepherd
Dec 17th– Dec 24th
9:30 AM
Holy Communion Worship/
Sunday School
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
9:30 AM

Advent Prayer at GSLC
Choir
Property

9:30 AM

Holy Communion Worship/
Sunday School
Christmas Eve Service
w/communion

5:30 PM

The Women of Worship have decided to once again provide altar flowers twice a
month. If you wish to contribute to this ministry please contact Dolores Trichtinger for
further information.
Thank you to those who gave food for Bethany Lutheran’s Thanksgiving feast. It was
well appreciated!
New for Advent this year:
1. Devotionals– available on the table in the lower lobby.
2. We continue Congregational Advent Prayers for next Sunday, December 24th.
3. Evening Advent Prayers: Dec 19th (at GSLC).

Financial Response to the Gospel
Monthly Average Needed
$11,512
Actual Giving November
$8,570
Attendance November 26th
44
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Your Prayers Are Needed
Randy Arthur
Pat Baker
Betty Beck
Bill Beckler
Jamie Bridges
Nadia Caplan
Tori Chapple
Bill Delmer
Jennifer Dudek
Kathy Glotfelty
Jennifer Gordon
Bill Grand
Carolyn Hamilton
Mike Hayco

Beth Hollingsworth
Joe Mahalik
Jim Hickey
R J Huff
Howard Leonard
Mary Jane McDermott
Holly Milavec
Mary Ann Missonak
Lauren Petras
Hank Potts
Richard Saltzman
Kelly Strachan
Fran Swartzwelder
Paxton Winks

Sheryl Woodall for
Health and Wellness
Pastor Kanaski
Pastor Cheryl
Skylar Bunk and
Laura Daniels
Family and Friends of
Ken Arthur, Sr.

For the members of the SW PA Synod, Bishop Kusserow and his staff.
We pray for :
The Arthur Family as they grieve for Ken Arthur, Sr.
President-elect Donald Trump and for all Americans to work together.
Cities affected by recent terrorist attacks.
All those serving in the military or in public service, including police, fire and EMT.
Please feel free to use our Prayer Chain, by calling Trudy Bridges (412-279-6673) or to
add a prayer request to our worship and prayer list, see bulletin board lower Lobby.
For all Christians as we travel through Advent and prepare for Christmas.
For our households of the week: Renee Bridges and Trudy and Bill Bridges.
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