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Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh, PA.
We invite you to share in opportunities of fellowship and education.
Pastor Alina Kanaski can be reached at
520-390-2854 (cell) or church 412-276-2446.
You may visit us online at www.goodshepherdbowerhill.com.
Send us an E-mail: good_shepherd_lutheran@verizon.net.
Follow us at www.facebook.com/goodshepherdbowerhill
For our first time guests:
Our service can be followed using the worship booklets and folder
inserts provided to you this morning by the usher. Hymns sung today can be
found in the Red Book.
Should you require one; a large print format of this worship booklet is available
from an usher for your use this morning.
For families with children, we have bags with quiet toys available in the back of the
church for your use.
Prayer requests can be entered into the special binder found on the lobby podium.
Today we will celebrate Holy Communion. All baptized Christians– whatever your church
background or however long it has been since you have been in church– are invited to receive Holy Communion. Lutherans believe that the body and blood of Christ are present in,
with, and under the bread and wine. To receive communion, please come forward down the
center aisle, receive the wafer in your hand from the pastor and then dip the bread in the cup
held by the communion assistant. If for whatever reason, you can only receive the bread or
the wine, please know that you still receive the whole Holy Communion.
Worship notes: The season of Advent, which means “coming,” is a time to celebrate Christ’s
promised coming to fulfill God’s purpose for our world. God is faithful to this promise and
we keep awake and watch for it—even in this world in which sin, death, and evil seem ever
present. Parts of our worship service reflect those themes. At the beginning of our service
we sing, “Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy,”—an ancient prayer for
God to care for the needs of the world. We omit the Hymn of Praise until Christmas comes
and we sing lots of joyful songs.
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As we await the old covenant becoming the new covenant, we will omit the psalm, bless
the advent wreath and sing appropriate verses of the hymn #240, “Light One Candle to
Watch for Messiah”, “Alleluia, Hurry the Lord is near” an Advent offering song (we
learned it last year) reflects the joy of God’s faithful advent—coming—into our midst.
Also, we will use verses from “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” as our post-communion
hymn.

PRELUDE:……………………………………………………………………….…..Skylar Bunk

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The congregation may stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.
The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing. Let us gather under
the wings of God’s mercy. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Almighty God,
We confess that we have sinned against you, and against our sisters and brothers. Our
words and deeds have not proclaimed your reign of justice and truth. We have failed
to watch and pray for the signs of your advent among us. Forgive our sin, and come
quickly to save us.
Amen.
In the advent of Christ, the dawn from on high breaks upon us with light and healing.
Through Jesus Christ, God looks with favor upon you, and forgives all your sins.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN : “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”…........................Red Book #254
GREETING
From the one who was, who is, and who is to come: Grace and peace be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

4

Cont’d next page

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The congregation may be seated.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING:………………………………………………………...….Isaiah 40:1-11
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon
is over. The Lord will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for his sheep. This
word can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of the Lord.
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry
to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from
the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare
the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
1
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Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has
spoken.” 6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass
withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 9Get you up to a
high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!” 10See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like a
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH:…………………..Second Sunday of Advent
Holy are you , God of righteousness and peace; You promised to wait with patience
For all to come to repentance, and send your prophet to cry in the wilderness to prepare the way for the Lord. As we light these candles, Open our ears to hear you speak
tenderly to your people; Open our hearts to welcome you as a shepherd who gently
leads the flock. Comfort us, O God, and forgive the sin of your people.
Reveal your glory to us,
And speak to us your word of peace. Amen.
(Light two candles)
HYMN: “Light One Candle” (Verse 1 and 2)…..……………………………..Red Book #240
SECOND READING:……………………………………………………...…2 Peter 3:8-15a
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially
concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to
anticipate the promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God.
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Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand
years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise,
as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to
come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and
the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 11Since all these things are
to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of
holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will
melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a
new earth, where righteousness is at home.14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting
for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Congregation Sings (two times)

Verse: (Choir) “Stay awake, pray at all times, praying that you may be strengthened, that with
confidence you can meet the Son of Man.”
Congregation repeats Alleluia.
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GOSPEL:………………………………………………………..……………...…Mark 1:1-8
The Holy Gospel according to Mark , the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying out in
the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in the
prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way;
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight,’” 4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and
he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
The congregation may be seated.

SERMON: “A Voice Cries Out”……………………………………………..….Pastor Kanaski

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBER
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Stella, one with us in the
body of Christ, whom we welcome as a new member into the life and ministry of this
congregation.
Cont’d next page
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Introduction: Trudy Bridges
Stella Kraft has come to our congregation from Shepherd of the Woods Lutheran
Church, in Jacksonville, Florida.
The congregation shall stand.

APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of
God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and
share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice
and peace in all the earth.
Cont’d next page
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Sister in Christ,
do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism
among God’s people in this place?
Those being welcomed respond.
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
The minister addresses the assembly.
People of God,
do you promise to support and pray for this new member in her life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Welcome
Let us welcome this sister in Christ to this community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.
HYMN OF THE DAY: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”……..……....Red Book #249
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing, and
comfort for all God’s people.
After each portion on the prayers, the presiding minister says:
Lord in your mercy,
The assembly responds:
Hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was, and who
is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The congregation may share a sign of Christ’s peace, saying, “Peace be with you.”
The congregation shall be seated.

OFFERING

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Waiting in Silence”……………………………..……….…Carey Landry

OFFERING SONG: “Alleluia, Hurry the Lord is Near”………….Ernst Sands, Paul Inwood

Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near!
(repeat)
Verse 2
Go out to meet him, shout His name.
Hurry the Lord is near;
His mighty kingdom will never end.
Hurry the Lord is near.

Verse 1
Sound the trumpet the Lord is near:
Hurry the Lord is near:
See, he comes to save us all.
Hurry the Lord is near!

Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near.
Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near! Alleluia! Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near.
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The congregation shall stand.

OFFERING PRAYER
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. From all that you have given us, receive these gifts, signs of our thanksgiving
and praise. Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to the help of all in
need; through Jesus Christ, our redeemer.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy….(the presiding minister continues)….
We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Cont’d next page
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HOLY,HOLY,HOLY: from Missa Emmanuel………………………………..Richard Prouix

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life …
(the presiding minister continues giving thanks)…
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup, we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take
flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
13
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All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION SONG:
“Lamb of God”………………………………………………….…...to the tune: “VENI VENI”
Lamb of God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world, grant us peace,
grant us peace.
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COMMUNION
POST COMMUNION BLESSING:
The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you
in His grace.
Amen.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION : “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vs. 3&4 Red Book # 257
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Wondrous God, we give thanks that you have fed us once again with this foretaste of
the feast to come. Strengthen us through this gift to serve our neighbor with joy, that all
may come to see your glory reflected in the lives of your people; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
In our Savior Christ, God is with us.
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.
Almighty God, Father, Son, + and Holy Spirit,
Bless you now and forever.
Amen
SENDING SONG: “ The King of Glory” (Christmas Version)…………………....See Insert
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
And let all God’s people say: Amen.
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Your Prayers Are Needed
Randy Arthur
Pat Baker
Betty Beck
Bill Beckler
Jamie Bridges
Nadia Caplan
Tori Chapple
Bill Delmer
Jennifer Dudek
Kathy Glotfelty
Jennifer Gordon
Bill Grand

Carolyn Hamilton
Mike Hayco
Beth Hollingsworth
Joe Mahalik
Jim Hickey
R J Huff
Howard Leonard
Mary Jane McDermott
Holly Milavec
Mary Ann Missonak
Lauren Petras
Hank Potts

Richard Saltzman
Kelly Strachan
Fran Swartzwelder
Paxton Winks
Sheryl Woodall for
Health and Wellness
Pastor Kanaski
Pastor Cheryl
Skylar Bunk and
Laura Daniels
Family and Friends of
Ken Arthur, Sr.

For all Christians as we travel through Advent and prepare for Christmas.
For President Donald Trump and for all Americans to work together.
For our households of the week: Bob & Betty Beck and Miriam Bestwick.

Please feel free to use our Prayer Chain, by calling Trudy Bridges (412-279-6673) or to
add a prayer request to our worship and prayer list, see bulletin board lower Lobby.
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