Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
1700 Bower Hill Road

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
With Holy Communion
January 28th 2018
9:30 AM

Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh, PA.
We invite you to share in opportunities of fellowship and education.
Pastor Alina Kanaski can be reached at
520-390-2854 (cell) or church 412-276-2446.
You may visit us online at www.goodshepherdbowerhill.com.
Send us an E-mail: good_shepherd_lutheran@verizon.net.
Follow us at www.facebook.com/goodshepherdbowerhill

For our first time guests:
Our service can be followed using this bulletin. Hymns sung today can be
found in the Red Book.
Should you require one; a large print format of this worship booklet is available
from an usher for your use this morning.
For families with children, we have bags with quiet toys available in the back of
the church for your use.
Prayer requests can be made during the announcements and can be
added to the request sheet on the easel in the lower lobby.
During January and February we will be in the Epiphany Season. Epiphany begins
with the Magi coming to Jesus and ends with the Transfiguration when Jesus takes his
disciples to the mountain top where Moses and Elijah meet with Jesus.

PRELUDE: …………………………………………………………….…...……..Skylar Bunk

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation may stand
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon grace: forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken heart. Hear this
word of God’s pardon and peace:
In the name of + Jesus our Savior, you are forgiven all of your sins.
Rise, shine, for your light has come.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN: “Here I am to Worship”…………...................................See
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON/ SUNDAY SCHOOL
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FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20
A reading from Deuteronomy.
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the people that
God will continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word.
[Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among
your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the
Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice
of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the
Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a
prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable.
20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in
my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall
die.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 111…………………………………..………..……………….…… Spoken Responsively
Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
2Great are your works, O Lord,
pondered by all who de- light in them.
3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.
4You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.
5You give food to those who fear you,
remembering forever your covenant.
6You have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.
7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
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all of your precepts are sure.
They stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.
9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;
holy and awesome is your name.
10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Paul is concerned about how some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as license
to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable, believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior does not cause a sister
or brother to sin.
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does
not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him.
4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be socalled gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet
for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist,
and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.
7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an
idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to
God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care
that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
10For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might
they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are
destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their
falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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The congregation may stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Congregation Sings

GOSPEL: Mark 1: 21-28
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The story has barely begun, and already the battle is joined. Jesus sides with humanity against
every force that would bring death and disease. These forces recognize Jesus and know what his
power means for them. This, however, is only the first fight. The war will go on much longer.
[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered
the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them
as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One
of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They
were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At
once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.
21

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.
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SERMON: “XXXXXX”…..……………………...…………………...…………...Pastor Alina
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Seek Ye First”……………………………………..…….See
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our
prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.
After each portion of the prayers, the presider bids:
Let us pray,
The people respond:
Have mercy, O God.
The prayers conclude:
Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the
sake of the one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The congregation may share a sign of peace with one another, saying, “peace be with you.”

OFFERING

The congregation is seated.

CHOIR ANTHEM: “God Has Chosen Me”………..…………….…………Bernadette Farrel
The congregation may stand.
SONG AT THE OFFERING: “Take, Oh Take Me As I Am”…………….…..Red Book #814
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first
given us: our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy….(the presiding minister continues)….
We praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea;
within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day;
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who
suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ
Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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COMMUNION
Today we will celebrate Holy Communion. All baptized Christians– whatever your
church background or however long it has been since you have been in church– are
invited to receive Holy Communion. Lutherans believe that the body and blood of
Christ are present in, with, and under the bread and wine. To receive communion,
please come forward down the center aisle, receive the wafer in your hand from the
pastor and then dip the bread in the cup held by the communion assistant. If for whatever reason, you can only receive the bread or the wine, please know that you still receive the whole Holy Communion.
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING:
The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you
in His grace.
Amen
Cont’d next page
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION : “As We Gather at Your Table”………..….Red Book #522
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
In our Savior Christ, God is with us.
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.
Almighty God, Father, Son, + and Holy Spirit,
Bless you now and forever.
Amen
SENDING SONG: “Lord Dismiss Us With Your Blessing” ………………Red Book #545
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
And let all God’s people say:
Amen.

News and Announcements
Thank you, to today’s participants in worship: Reader, Bob Comfort, (Deut 18:15-20
and 1 Cor 8:1-13); Usher, George McCoy; Communion Assistant, Renee Strack; Cleanup,
Peg Grand and Dolores Trichtinger; Sunday School, Beth Puko; Treasurer’s Assistants,
Stephen Arthur and Dolores Trichtinger.
Next week’s participants in worship (Feb 4, 2018) : Reader, Bob Comfort, (Deut 18:15-20
and 1 Cor 8:1-13); Usher, George McCoy; Communion Assistant, Renee Strack; Cleanup,
Peg Grand and Dolores Trichtinger; Sunday School, Beth Puko; Treasurer’s Assistants,
Stephen Arthur and Dolores Trichtinger.
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This Week at Good Shepherd
Jan 28—Feb 4
Sunday, Jan 28th
Epiphany 4
Pastor Alina
Thursday, Feb 1
Saturday, Feb 3

9:30 AM

Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday School

7:00 PM
9:30 AM

Choir
Property

Sunday, Feb 4
Epiphany 5
Pastor Alina

9:30 AM

Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday School

Your Prayers Are Needed
Randy Arthur
Pat Baker
Betty Beck
Bill Beckler
Jamie Bridges
Nadia Caplan
Tori Chapple
Bill Delmer
Jennifer Dudek
Kathy Glotfelty
Jennifer Gordon
Bill Grand
Carolyn Hamilton
Mike Hayco
Beth Hollingsworth

Joe Mahalik
Jim Hickey
R J Huff
Howard Leonard
Mary Jane McDermott
Holly Milavec
Mary Ann Missonak
Lauren Petras
Hank Potts
Richard Saltzman
Kelly Strachan
Fran Swartzwelder
Paxton Winks
Sheryl Woodall for
Health and Wellness

Pastor Kanaski
Pastor Cheryl
Skylar Bunk and
Laura Daniels
Family and Friends of
Ken Arthur, Sr.
Family and Friends of
Larry Kepner
Family and Friends of
Richard Saltzman

Please keep Kim Imler and her family in your prayers, during their time of grief.
For our households of the week: William, Lou Ann, Clint, and Victoria Chapple and
Paula and Sophia Church.
For all Christians to live out their baptismal faith in daily life.
For peace on earth, especially in Afghanistan, Iraq, South Sudan and Syria.
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