Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
1700 Bower Hill Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15243

Christ the King Sunday
With Holy Communion
And Holy Baptism
November 26th, 2017

Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh, PA.
We invite you to share in opportunities of fellowship and education.
Pastor Alina Kanaski can be reached at
520-390-2854 (cell) or church 412-276-2446.
You may visit us online at www.goodshepherdbowerhill.com.
Send us an E-mail: good_shepherd_lutheran@verizon.net.
Follow us at www.facebook.com/goodshepherdbowerhill

PRELUDE MUSIC:…………………………………………………………………Skylar Bunk
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The congregation (those who are able) shall stand.

GATHERING HYMN: ”Borning Cry”...............................................................Red Book #732

LITURGY OF HOLY BAPTISM
(The baptismal family will gather at the font. The congregation shall be seated.)
In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the
church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow
in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.
Sponsers: We present Andrew Jack Hammersmith for baptism.
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you the parents and
sponsors desire to have Andrew Jack Hammersmith baptized into Christ?
Response: I do.
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As you bring AJ to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with him among God's faithful people,
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in his hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture him in faith and prayer,
so that AJ may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help AJ grow in the Christian faith and life?
Parents: I do
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture AJ in the Christian faith as you are empowered by
God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with
the church and to support his parents in their responsibilities?
Sponsors: I do.
The congregation (those who are able) shall stand.
People of God, do you promise to support AJ and pray for him in his new life in Christ?
We do.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
The presiding minister addresses parents and sponsors of young children. The congregation may
join in the responses.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world
that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response:
I renounce them

Cont’d next page
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Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
Cont’d next page
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At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the
baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and
death and raise us up to live in you.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed
in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
The Congregation may be seated.

BAPTISM
Andrew Jack I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse Spencer and all newly baptized from sin, and
raise them to eternal life.
Sustain Andrew Jack with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
Andrew Jack, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

Cont’d next page
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WELCOME
A lighted candle may be given to a sponsor of the newly baptized.
Receive this candle as a symbol of Christ, who is the light of the world. Light it each
year on the anniversary of his baptism and use it as a teaching aid to remind Spencer of
his Baptism and the gift of eternal life. And may he let his light shine to help prepare the
way for the coming of Jesus Christ, his Lord and Savior of the world.
The congregation (those that are able) shall stand.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome Andrew Jack into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
Encouraging him as he grows in years to join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.
As the baptismal family returns to its place among the congregation, the choir will sing an
anthem.
The congregation may be seated.

CHOIR ANTHEM:………………………………………………..“Healing River of the Spirit”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with You.
Let us pray.
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to
serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST LESSON…..……………………………………………………Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
The reading may be announced:
A reading from Ezekiel.
Since Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume the
role of shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people.
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out.
As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will
seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts
of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel
shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall
feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my
sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I
will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the
weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 20Therefore,
thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean
sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and
they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23I will set
up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed
them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David
shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
11
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PSALM 95:1-7A…………………………………………………………...Spoken Responsively
1Come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms.
3For you, Lord, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
5The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
6Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord our maker.
7aFor the Lor is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.
SECOND LESSON………………………………………………………...Ephesians 1:15-23
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the dead.
The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord both of the church and the entire universe, now and in the age
to come.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened,
you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power
for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to
work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put
all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which
is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
15
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The congregation (those who are able) shall stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Congregation Sings (two times)

Verse (Choir): “Speak Lord, your servant is listening. Speak your words of wisdom, for the words
you speak are ever lasting life.”
GOSPEL……………………………………………………..………..Matthew24:31-46
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is
done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at
the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;
35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that
we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly
I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family
you did it to me.’
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Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you
did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and
you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of
you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of
the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
41

After the reading:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Welcoming God’s reign of righteousness and mercy, let us pray with people of every
time and place.
After each portion of the prayers, the prayer leader says:
Lord in your mercy,
The congregation responds:
Hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our hearts, O God, as we entrust
into your loving care all for whom we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The congregation shall share the peace with each other.
The congregation may be seated.
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OFFERING

The congregation (those who are able) shall stand.

SONG AT THE OFFERING: “Let Us Now Go to the Banquet”…………….Red Book #523
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray:
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts
to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
(The presiding minister continues giving thanks)…
We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent
in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.
(The presiding minister continues)…
Holy, mighty and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent us Jesus, your son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat: this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection and ascension, we await his coming
in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory now and forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
LAMB OF GOD
This is the feast of victory for our God!

THE SACRAMENT IS SHARED
All baptized Christians– whatever your church background or however long it has
been since you have been in church– are invited to receive Holy Communion. Lutherans believe that the body and blood of Christ are present in, with and under the bread
and wine. To receive communion, please come forward down the center aisle, receive
the wafer in your hand from the liturgist and then dip the bread in the cup held by the
communion assistant. If for whatever reason, you can only receive the bread or the
wine, please know that you still receive the whole Holy Communion.
The congregation may be seated, until after the meal.
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION: “Dining In the Kingdom”……………………....Bob Hurd

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Life-giving God, we give you thanks for nourishing us with the bread of heaven and
the wine of love, Jesus our risen Savior. As you send us into the world, guard us from
the power of evil, keep is in unity with all your people, and by your Spirit move us to
testify to your grace in our words and actions; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
Children by the grace of God, one in Christ, and inspired by the Holy Spirit,
rejoice in the resurrection and live in hope, peace and joy.
Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG: “Rejoice for Christ is King”……………………….……..Red Book #430
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
And all of God’s people said, “Amen.”
AMEN
============================================================================
Please do not rush home after worship, but take a moment to meet and greet our newest brother
in Christ.
Baptism is a divine family welcome.
It is God’s welcome, for in each baptism God wraps loving arms around a particular
adult or child, teenager, or baby, and says, “I choose you for my family. I adopt you as
my very own. I put my sign and seal upon you. Forevermore you have a new name:
Child of God.”
We rejoice with Andrew Jack Hammersmith, his parents, Kate and Andrew, and his
sponsors: Carol and Dale Logan.
Worship Participants: Reader today is Bill Grand (Ezek 34:11-16, 20-24 and Eph 1:1523); Sunday School, Carol Logan; Communion Assistants, Dolores Trichtinger; Cleanup, Renee Bridges; Usher, Frank Vitale; Leading Prayers, Pastor Alina; Treasurer’s Assistants, Beth Puko and Roger Kinger
Next Sunday participants: (Dec 3rd) Reader next week is Patricia Petrusik (Isa 64:1-9
and 1 Cor 1:3-9), Sunday School, Renee Bridges; Communion Assistant, Renee Bridges;
Clean-up, L&V Irizarry; Usher, Bob Beck; Leading Prayers, Sue Kinger; Treasurer’s
Assistants, Ken Arthur, Jr. and Patricia Petrusik.
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Your Prayers Are Needed
Kenneth Arthur, Sr.
Randy Arthur
Pat Baker
Bob Bankert
Betty Beck
Bill Beckler
Jamie Bridges
Nadia Caplan
Tori Chapple
Bill Delmer
Jennifer Dudek
Kathy Glotfelty

Jennifer Gordon
Bill Grand
Caroline Hamilton
Mike Hayco
Beth Hollingsworth
Joe Mahalik
Jim Hickey
R J Huff
Howard Leonard
Mary Jane McDermott
Holly Milavec
Mary Ann Missonak

Jane Peterson
Lauren Petras
Hank Potts
Richard Saltzman
Tony Scalise
Kelly Strachan
Fran Swartzwelder
Paxton Winks
Sheryl Woodall for
Health and Wellness
Pastor Kanaski

Please feel free to use our Prayer Chain, by calling Trudy Bridges (412-279-6673) or to
add a prayer request to our worship and prayer list, see bulletin board lower Lobby.
For the members of the SW PA Synod, Bishop Kusserow and his staff.
We pray for :
President Trump and his administration.
All those affected by recent natural disasters especially in Iraq and Iran.
Cities affected by recent terrorist attacks.
All those serving in the military or in public service, including police, fire and EMT.
Today, Sunday, November 26th we pray for Ken Arthur. Sr. and Stephen Arthur.
Please visit the Giving Tree in the lobby. There you will find “Adopt A Grandparent”
envelopes to help brighten the holidays of those seniors in nursing homes. Can you
help bring some joy to others this Christmas? Deadline for giving is Sunday, December 10th. We will be caroling and delivering the gifts of hand lotions on Tuesday,
December 12th at 4:30 pm at John Kane Center. Please join us !
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