Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
1700 Bower Hill Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15243

Twenty-third Sunday of Pentecost
With Holy Communion
November 12th 2017
Worship 9:30 AM

Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh, PA.
We invite you to share in opportunities of fellowship and education.
Pastor Alina Kanaski can be reached at
520-390-2854 (cell) or church 412-276-2446.
You may visit us online at www.goodshepherdbowerhill.com.
Send us an E-mail: good_shepherd_lutheran@verizon.net.
Follow us at www.facebook.com/goodshepherdbowerhill

PRELUDE MUSIC:………………………………………………………………….Skylar Bunk

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN “Come We That Love the Lord”…………………...…...Red Book #625

GREETING.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your
Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The congregation may be seated.

CHILDREN’S SERMON/ SUNDAY SCHOOL

FIRST LESSON…………………………………………………………..……..Amos 5:18-24
In the days of Amos people thought that the day of the Lord would be a time of great victory, but
Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for
obedience. The Lord demands justice and righteousness in the community.
Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went
into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. 20Is not the
day of the Lord darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even though you
offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 23Take away from me the
noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24But let justice roll
down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: 70……………………………………….………...…..…spoken responsively
1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O Lord, make haste to help me.
2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.
3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me
turn back because of their shame.
4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the Lord!”
5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry

SECOND LESSON……………………………………..………1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all
Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have
died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who
have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and
with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The congregation may stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Congregation Sings (two times)

Verse (Choir): “The word of the Lord lasts forever. What is the word that is living? It is
brought to us through God’s Son: Jesus Christ.”
GOSPEL………………………………………………….….…………….Matthew 25:1-13
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the twenty-fifth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all
times.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them;
4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of
them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed
their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you
had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to
buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
After the reading:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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The congregation may be seated.

SERMON: “The Day of the Lord”……………………..………...…...…………Pastor Kanaski
The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Wake, Awake for Night is Flying”……………...…Red Book #436

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s
creation.
After each portion of the prayers, the prayer leader says:
Lord in your mercy,
The congregation responds:
Hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
Into your hands , gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The congregation shall share the peace with each other.
The congregation may be seated.
CHOIR ANTHEM: “Not To Be Hidden”………………..………………..Joseph B. Sullivan

OFFERING
The congregation may stand.

OFFERING HYMN: “Let Us Go Now to the Banquet”…………………..…..Red Book #523
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray:
Everlasting God, the whole universe sings a new song of praise: the rivers clap their
hands, the hills ring for joy. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us voices
ready to cry out for justice and proclaim resurrection joy wherever your Spirit leads us.
In Jesus’ name we boldly pray.
Amen.
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
(The presiding minister continues giving thanks)…
We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in
this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.
(The presiding minister continues)…
Holy, mighty and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent us Jesus, your son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat: this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection and ascension, we await his coming in
glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory now and forever.
Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
This is the feast of victory for our God!
LAMB OF GOD

The congregation may be seated, until after the meal.
THE SACRAMENT IS SHARED
All baptized Christians– whatever your church background or however long it has
been since you have been in church– are invited to receive Holy Communion. Lutherans believe that the body and blood of Christ are present in, with and under the bread
and wine. To receive communion, please come forward down the center aisle, receive
the wafer in your hand from the liturgist and then dip the bread in the cup held by the
communion assistant. If for whatever reason, you can only receive the bread or the
wine, please know that you still receive the whole Holy Communion.
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION: “Dining In the Kingdom”……………………....Bob Hurd

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Good Shepherd, lead us from the fulfillment and joy of this meal to bring joy and fulfillment to others. Guide us on paths of justice. Teach us to live for you as servants to
one another. Enfold us in your abiding love. We give you thanks in the name of the
risen Christ. Amen.
BLESSING
Children by the grace of God, one in Christ, and inspired by the Holy Spirit,
rejoice in the resurrection and live in hope, peace and joy.
Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG: ”We Are Called”..……….………………………………..Red Book #720
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news
Thanks be to God.
================================================================================
News and Announcements
Thank you, to today’s worship leaders (Nov 12th): Reader this week is Bob Comfort,
(Amos 5:18-24 and 2 Thess 4:1-13); Sunday School, Sue Kinger; Communion Assistant,
Arnie DeGeorge; Clean-up, Renee Bridges; Usher, George McCoy; Leading Prayers,
Bob Comfort; Treasurer’s Assistants, Beth Puko and Roger Kinger.
Stewardship Sunday: (Nov 19th) Reader next week is Bob Walker, (Zeph 1:7, 12-18
and 1 Thess 5:1-11); Sunday School, Beth Puko; Communion Assistants, Stephen Lacey;
Clean-up, Renee Bridges; Usher, Bob Comfort; Leading Prayers, Pastor Alina; Treasurer’s Assistants, Beth Puko and Roger Kinger.
Lutheran Disaster Response is actively present in Florida, Texas and the Caribbean,
responding to the damages from recent hurricanes. If you give a gift in the offering to
Lutheran Disaster Response, 100% of your money will go to help in the hurricane recoveries. It is often said that when the TV cameras are long gone, Lutheran Disaster Response is still there.
Please visit the Giving Tree in the lobby. There you will find “Adopt A Grandparent”
envelopes to help brighten the holidays of those seniors in nursing homes. Can you
help bring some joy to others this Christmas? Deadline for giving is Sunday, December 10th. We will be caroling and delivering the gifts of hand lotions on Tuesday,
December 12th at 4:30 pm at John Kane Center. Please join us !
SHIM (South Hills Interfaith Mission) offers help in many ways. The pantry shelves
at SHIM are pretty bare. Cereal, soup, and peanut butter are essentials. See something
at a good price—pick up an extra and bring it in. Baskets are in the back of the nave.
This month suggested food items are Ramen noodles, boxed potatoes and bagged rice
(not instant).
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Your Prayers Are Needed
Kenneth Arthur, Sr.
Randy Arthur
Pat Baker
Betty Beck
Bill Beckler
Jamie Bridges
Nadia Caplan
Tori Chapple
Bill Delmer
Jennifer Dudek
Kathy Glotfelty
Jennifer Gordon
Bill Grand

Mike Hayco
Beth Hollingsworth
Joe Mahalik
Jim Hickey
R J Huff
Howard Leonard
Mary Jane McDermott
Holly Milavec
Mary Ann Missonak
Jane Peterson
Lauren Petras
Hank Potts
Richard Saltzman

Tony Scalise
Kelly Strachan
Fran Swartzwelder
Paxton Winks
Sheryl Woodall for
Health and Wellness
Pastor Kanaski
Pastor Cheryl
Skylar Bunk and
Laura Daniels
Family of Bob Bankert

We pray for :
The Bankert Family, at the passing of a member of our congregation, Bob Bankert.*
President Trump and his administration
Members of the SW PA Synod, Bishop Kusserow and his staff.
All those affected by recent disasters
Cities affected by recent terrorist attacks
All those serving in the military or in public service, including police, fire and EMT.
Beginning Sunday, November 19th we will again begin praying each Sunday for our
congregation and their families. We will continue this journey into 2018.
Please feel free to use our Prayer Chain, by calling Trudy Bridges (412-279-6673) or to
*The church office received a phone message this week, from Bill Bankert (Bob and
Lila’s son). Bob passed away last weekend. Internment will be at the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies of Friday, November 24th at 12:30 PM. You can reach Bill at 724636-1616.
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This Week at Good Shepherd
Nov 12th– 19th
Sunday, Nov 12th
9:30AM
Holy Communion Worship/
Pentecost 23
Sunday School
Pastor Kanaski
Monday, Nov 13th
7:00 PM
WOW meeting
Tuesday, Nov 14th
4:00 PM
Worship Committee meting
Thursday , Nov 16th 7:00 PM
Choir
Saturday, Nov 18th
9:30 AM
Property
Sunday, Nov 19th
Pentecost 24
Pastor Kanaski

9:30AM

Holy Communion Worship/
Sunday School
Stewardship Sunday

The flowers on the altar have been given today by Stella Kraft, in honor of her daughter Kristine Pauly’s upcoming birthday on November 14th.

Thank you to all of the many people who helped with planning and executing the
Women Helping Women Vendor and Craft Show last Saturday.
Over a twelve hundred dollar profit was raised to donate to Family Promise! Planning
committee: Debbie Montgomery, Liz Stumpf, Kris Popey, Renee Strack, Dolores Trichtinger and Jean Miewald. Volunteers: Pastor Alina, Beth Puko, Sue Kinger, Carol Logan, Trudy Bridges, Stella Kraft, Margaret and Steve Lacey, Dolores Trichtinger, Ilene
Iskoe, Jean Miewald BHCC, Amy Grella and Youth Group BHCC, Judy BHCC, Mr.
Glenn Childs BHCC, and Boy Scout Troop GSLC. A special thank-you to Karl Casey
from BHCC. Karl was responsible for getting the Steeler picture, PSO tickets and Pittsburgh Public Theatre tickets for the Chance Auction.
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For our first time guests:
Our service can be followed using the worship booklets provided to you this morning
by the usher. Hymns sung today can be found in the Red Book and bulletin insert.
Should you require one; a large print format of this worship booklet is available from an
usher for your use this morning.
For families with children, we have bags with quiet toys available in the back of the church
for your use.
Prayer requests can be entered into the special binder found on the lobby podium.
Today we will celebrate Holy Communion. All baptized Christians– whatever your
church background or however long it has been since you have been in church– are invited to receive Holy Communion. Lutherans believe that the body and blood of Christ
are present in, with, and under the bread and wine. To receive communion, please
come forward down the center aisle, receive the wafer in your hand from the pastor
and then dip the bread in the cup held by the communion assistant. If for whatever reason, you can only receive the bread or the wine, please know that you still receive the
whole Holy Communion.
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