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Do you know anyone named Hope? Hope along with Faith, Grace and other Biblical names used to be
common. Now such names are way down on the list of baby names. One list of popular girl's names had
Hope #252 for 2016. Faith was #120 and Grace came in 43rd. But the list of top 100 girl's names included:
Luna, Paisley and Brooklyn. Things do change but I think names say something about what is in people's
hearts and minds. Things change, but the concepts of Christianity speak anew in old and new context.
During Lent I saw hope pop up a lot in our Scripture lessons (pericopes'): I saw it in the Samaritan
woman who after having talked with Jesus at the well went running into town to tell everyone of the living
water – that is Jesus. Then we had the story of the man who was born blind but was given sight highlighting
that all of us who sometimes close our eyes to things can come to hope that what we want most Jesus will
give us. Then we have the testimony of Martha (under the cloud of her brother’s death and burial) proclaiming her hope in the resurrection. Also on Palm Sunday we saw the hope of the people expressed
as they waved their branches and shouted “Glory to God in the highest.” And then there is hope expressed on
Good Friday that death will not have the last word and the proclamation on Easter that the tomb is empty because God has forgiven sinners and raises up his Son and his children with faith. Then we have the post-Easter
stories of hope, beginning with the women running to tell the disciples the Good News and the account Jesus
appearing in the locked Upper Room and on the road.
Christians are by definition people of grace, faith and hope. If all of this be true let us reflect about
hope for the future of GSLC. On May 7, the Call Committee will make a presentation to the congregation
and answer some questions from the congregation. (See an update from the Call Committee on page six of
this edition of the Challenge.) Our hope continues to be that God still has plans for this congregation and He
will bring a pastor that will help write a new chapter of service and witness by those who are strengthened,
inspired, and fed with Word and Sacrament in the building at the corner of Kane and Bower Hill.
Our name- Good Shepherd, implies we know that we are a flock that is being watched over by One
who cares about our health and well-being. Our hope is grounded in our belief that God is always good and
God is true to his Word/promises. Things do change but we move forward in grace, faith, and hope. Real hope
is closely aligned with God- his grace and our faith. Hope is our conviction that all is in God's hands and God
can do anything- for God nothing is impossible. (Although God's will and time table may not match what we
have in mind.)
So let us remain true to our core beliefs- having faith that God is full of grace and love which gives us
hope for a good future. Let us move forward knowing that character produces hope and hope does not disappoint us.
Pastor H
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There will be a retirement
celebration for Pastor Ed
Sheehan on Sunday, May
21st at 3:00 PM at Christ’s
Lutheran Church in
Murrysville.
Pastor Ed is second Assistant
to the Bishop of SWPA
Synod to retire in 2017.

We mourn the death of Pat (Blue) Vitale a
member of our congregation.
Pat entered the Church Triumphant on
April 19th, 2017.
Rest eternal grant her O Lord,
and let light perpetual
shine upon her..

Pastor’s Contact Info
Pastor Hollingsworth can be reached at the
church office, 412-276-2446 or, for pastoral
emergencies, 574-361-1635 (cell) His e-mail
address is:
hollingsworth9406@gmail.com
He welcomes opportunities to connect/serve.
Please note that Pastor H is only contracted for
20 hours a month. When Pastor H is out of
town, Pastor Ron Weryha of Faith is on call @
412-835-4590.
FAMILY PROMISE PROGRAM
Bower Hill Community Church
Rebuilding communities on a foundation of compassion. Providing food, shelter and companionship.
Homeless children and families need your help!

Here’s what’s happening this
May to June in Sunday School
Lessons for May/June
May 7

“The Lord is My Shepherd”

May 14

“Living Stones, Chosen People”

May 21

“ The Spirit of Truth”

May 28

“Jesus Ascends”

June 4

“Filled with the Holy Spirit”

Teachers for May/June
May 7

Sue Kinger

May 14

Trudy Bridges

May 21

Keli Schroeffel

May 28

Renee Bridges

June 4

Carol Logan (last class until Fall)

Bower Hill Community Church is looking for volunteers to provide dinners, desserts, recreation,
transportation and overnight supervision, for these
remaining Family Promise Dates in 2017.
June 11-17, Sept 17-23, and Dec 10-16
Please Contact Jean Miewald (412)-221-2114

In Our Prayers
Kenneth Arthur, Sr.
Randy Arthur
Pat Baker
Betty Beck
Jamie Bridges
Nadia Caplan
Tori Chapple
Jennifer Dudek
Kathy Glotfelty
Jennifer Gordon
Mindy H.

Mike Hayco
Jim Hickey
R J Huff
Mary Jane McDermott
Hank Potts
Kelly Strachan
Fran Swartzwelder
Pat Vitale

Sheryl Woodall
for Health and
Wellness
Pastor Cheryl
Pastor H
Skylar Bunk and
Laura Daniels

Please note, to have loved ones remembered, please be
sure to add them to this current list or call the church
office at 412-276-2446. Thank you!
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Worship Participants for
10:00 AM Worship

Weekly Bible Readings
Preparation for Sunday Worship
May 2017

Lay Reader
May
May
May
May

7.............. Maxie Ricciuti
14............ Bob Comfort
21............ Bob Walker
28............ Patricia Petrusik

Communion Assistants
May
May
May
May

7.............. Carol Logan
14............ Renee Bridges
21............ Arnie DeGeorge
28............ Ron Milavec

Ushers
Head Usher: Arnie DeGeorge
May
May
May
May

7.............. Lou Ann Chapple
14............ Stephen Arthur
21............ Patricia & Joel Petrusik
28............ Beth Puko

Prayer Leaders
May
May
May
May

7.............. Sue Kinger
14............ TBD
21............ Pastor H
28............ TBD

Sunday School Teachers
May
May
May
May
June

7.............. Sue Kinger
14............ Trudy Bridges
21............ Keli Schroeffel
28............ Renee Bridges
4………...Carol Logan (last class until Fall)

Treasurer’s Assistants for May
Carol Logan and Bob Walker
Thank you all for serving!

May 7th Easter 4
First Lesson: Acts 2:42-47
Psalm: 23
Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:19-25
Gospel: John 10:1-10

May 14th Easter 5
First Lesson: Acts 7:55-60
Psalm: 31:1-5, 15-16
Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:2-10
Gospel: John 14:1-14

May 21st Easter 6
First Lesson: Acts 17:22-31
Psalm: 66:8-20
Second Lesson: 1 Peter 3:13-22
Gospel: John 14:15-21
(May 25th Thursday, Ascension of Our Lord)
First Lesson: Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47
Second Lesson: Eph 1:15-23
Gospel: Luke 24:44-53
May 30th Easter 7
First Lesson: Acts 1:6-14
Psalm: 68 1-10, 32-35
Second Lesson: 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11
Gospel: John 17:1-11
Interested in Reading a One Year Bible?
The NIV (New International Version) will be on the table in
the lobby. If you want to read it, take it home. When you have finished
it, bring it back and put it where you found it. Let the next person
spend time with Him reading His word. I have two other versions of
The One Year Bible already on loan. As folks finish them, they will
also be placed on the table.
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes
For April 6th 2017
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by
council president Bob Walker.
Members Present: Ken Arthur, Jr., Pastor Hollingsworth, Carol
Logan, Patricia Petrusik, Beth Puko, Dolores Trichtinger and
Bob Walker
Members Absent: Bill Grand
Devotions: Sue Kinger presented a selection written by Bishop
McCoid from the synod resource booklet. The reading prompted
us to consider those who might not feel wanted by, or worthy of
being accepted by, a church. Bishop McCoid reminded us that
these are the very people we need to seek out and reach out to as
Jesus did.

Holocaust Remembrance – This event is sponsored by SHIM
and will take place Sunday evening, April 30 at Westminster
Presbyterian church. Pastor Hollingsworth will pursue further
information to determine whether he will assume an official role
in the event.
DVD on Stations of the Cross - Pastor Hollingsworth will make
this resource available for individual use by anyone interested in
learning more about the service
Faith Night at the Pirates – Patricia Petrusik will receive the
information on this event and coordinate the purchase of tickets
if a group would like to attend.
ELCA Annual Day of Service – This event will take place on
September 10, 2017. Several ideas for our congregation’s participation were offered to support the general theme of “God’s
Work, Our Hands.” These will be explored so that planning may
begin.

Council Secretary for the Meeting: Sue Kinger
Treasurer’s Assistants for April: Renee and Trudy Bridges
Treasurer’s Assistants for May: Carol Logan and Bob Walker;
they will train Beth Puko and Roger Kinger to serve as an additional team.

Reformation Sunday – Pastor Hollingsworth posed the question
of how we will observe the 500th anniversary of the reformation.
Following discussion, it was agreed that the congregation should
be made aware of several options and participate in the final decision.

Next Council Meeting: May 11, 2017 (Devotions to be led by
Carol Logan)

Synod Assembly – The Synod Assembly is scheduled for June
15-17 at California University. Stephen and Margaret Lacey have
expressed willingness to be representatives. They are able to attend two of the three days. A motion was made by Carol Logan
to appoint the Laceys as representatives. Motion seconded by
Patricia Petrusik. All were in favor.

Review of February Minutes: Additions/Corrections to the
minutes as follows:
Pastor Hollingsworth’s quarterly bonus for additional hours
served was approved in the amount of $500.00.
Council agreed that the rental amount for the usage of the building by the DART program would not be increased.
It was moved by Carol Logan and seconded by Beth Puko to
approve the amended minutes.
Building usage request - Debbie Montgomery has requested
use of the social hall and kitchen area on Monday evenings by
Mary Kay consultants for a rental fee of $100.00. Council was
unanimous in their approval of this request.
Easter Breakfast - To date 26-27 people have indicated that
they plan to attend. Volunteers are needed to set up tables and
chairs on Saturday morning. Bob Walker, Skip Young and the
Sweet Ministry will take care of food preparation. Volunteers are
in place for clean-up.
Spring Cleaning - Members of Good Shepherd and GHRM
participated in spring cleaning of the facility on Saturday, April
1. Bob Walker expressed appreciation to all who helped.
The work on the sink plumbing in the upstairs rest rooms revealed a problem that was more complex than originally thought.
A service call has been made to Jay Reston Plumbing.
New Business:
Dumpster Fencing – Patricia Petrusik reported on three estimates for fencing around three sides of the dumpster. Discussion
followed. Concerns were expressed regarding the requirement of
a building permit for the process and the durability of the fence
during the dumpster emptying process. As an alternative, Patricia will look into landscaping quotes.

Finance Report:
Ken Arthur Jr. reported that we are $1,300.00 behind budgeted
income. A transfer of $300.00 was made from the Capital account. Thrivent income in the amount of $166.00 was received.
Quarterly state and local income taxes and real estate taxes were
paid. Total cash is up by $2,000.00.
A motion was made by Patricia Petrusik to accept the financial
report; Carol Logan seconded. The vote was unanimous.
Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Hollingsworth reported serving over 63 hours during the
past month due in part to increased pastoral calling, special worship bulletin preparations, and preparation for a communion
workshop. Since this month marks 2 years since he began to
serve as interim, it is time to review the contract and to talk about
direction for GSLC in the months ahead. He reported that the
Maundy Thursday service will focus on the elements of the sacraments; water, bread and wine. Good Friday will focus on the
Stations of the Cross.
Committee Reports:
Call Committee – Carol Logan
The Bishop has informed us that there is still a possibility of having Alina Kanaski come to serve at Good Shepherd. Details will
be shared as they become available.
Christian Education Committee - Carol Logan
A special project is planned for Palm Sunday.
Communications Committee – Bob Walker
The Facebook page has been updated.

Cont’d next page
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Committee Reports continued

The congregation permitted me to volunteer as
Camp Director of Camp Agape before Hickory site at
Property Committee – Bob Walker
Somerset and Raccoon State Park. It was a blanket perAs reported above.
Shelving has been purchased and a plan for renovation of the supply mission with no conditions. I did this for 4 or 5 years,
closet project is in place. Due to a scheduling conflict the start date using only volunteersPreparing for Easter’s crowd, I
had to be adjusted.
carried chairs from the old church to add to the seating
on early Saturday. Later a member, seeing the extra
Stewardship Committee – Sue Kinger
chairs, thinking they were out of place, returned them
Sue will attend the synod stewardship training on Saturday, May 6 at to the old church. Late Saturday evening, I discovered
St. John’s Highlands Lutheran Church.
the mistaken good intentions and again moved all those
chairs to the main sanctuary for overflow seating. I
Worship Committee – Dolores Trichtinger
never let anyone know how good intentions had caused
The Easter service will include a guest musician.
Plans are being developed for Pentecost Sunday and will include red me a lot of extra work .
geranium plants.

Interim Pastor’s Contract – Time constraints prevented a full review of the contract. This will be on the agenda for the next council
meeting. However, given greater congregational needs and the large
number of hours Pastor Hollingsworth served in the last month, it
was determined that additional compensation was needed. An additional sum of $500.00 was proposed. Carol Logan moved and
Dolores Trichtinger seconded. All were in favor.
Motion for Adjournment – Patricia Petrusik moved to adjourn the
meeting. Carol Logan seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous.
The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Susan Kinger

Preparing for Easter’s crowd, I carried chairs from
the old church to add to the seating on early Saturday.
Later a member, seeing the extra chairs, thinking they
were out of place, returned them to the old church. Late
Saturday evening, I discovered the mistaken good intentions and again moved all those chairs to the main
sanctuary for overflow seating. I never let anyone
know how good intentions had caused me a lot of extra
work .
Weekly Saturday evening Home Bible Studies were
well attended. I furnished a guide sheet and I was available by telephone after 9:00 PM so as not to interfere
with my watching of Paladin. The congregation had a
deep respect for my need to have a personal life separate from being a Pastor.
And on a final note he shares these remarks...

As we continue to celebrate and remember the history of
GSLC, the 70th Anniversary committee shares the last of
our “Pastor’s letters” for the 70th Anniversary. Notes from
our members to be included next month. The following
thoughts from Pastor Lester Polenz are shared with you…
One Sunday morning during the service, the usher informed me a member had died on the golf course. I immediately turned the service over to a Church Council member
and went to minister to the family. After that, a spare sermon was always under the pulpit Bible for a Lay Person to
read of I had to leave.
Taking the young children on a hike, a favorite of mine,
we climb the steep south side of Painters Run Rd. Half way
up, I realized how dangerous it was, but more dangerous to
turn around than to keep going. With strong encouragement,
everyone made it to the top. A memory best forgotten by
me!
Cont’d next column

One Sunday morning, my sermon notes were on
loose sheets of paper. A gust of wind blew them
from the pulpit to the floor. I decided to adlib my
sermon instead of trying to retrieve them. Upon
telling a member what had happened, he snidely
said, “Maybe you ought to adlib more often!” He
felt free to say that sermons are better if not too
dependent upon notes. For me, it was sound advice, he was not out of order.
Pastor Larry Polenz

And a final Thank You …..
To all who helped with the Spring Clean-Up day, those
who came in to tend the garden, and all who came to
help with the Easter breakfast (too many to mention
here and now but not to give thanks to God for). A special thank you to the cooks- Bob Walker, Skip Young,
Dolores Trichtinger, Charleen Kleen and Patricia
Petrusik.
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An Update from our Call Committee
We live in a time when congregations should
think differently, be creative in structure and open to
new configurations and partnerships. We can either
see changes as a loss or even catastrophic or we can
celebrate these changes. God is in control he provides
the opportunities for ministry.
As we can see in the community more and
more small congregations who look to the future with
hope and faith see that the best way to be vital and visible is to think outside the box and look at cooperative ministry or creative partnerships.
In January while the pilot program was put on
hold, there was a brief conversation about possibly
having our potential seminarian candidate called to a
Presbyterian church and then we could then share the
candidate with that Presbyterian church. Since that
time the Presbyterians have approached Chartiers Valley Presbyterian Church with the idea that they would
call our candidate to their church and we would share
the minister. CV Presbyterian is only a 2 minute drive
down the road from us and they have been agreeable
to look into this with us. As many remember the candidate that we would be hiring to our church would be
Alina Kanaksi.
As we are very early on in this process nothing
definitive has been set but CV Presbyterian’s needs
for a minister would be much less than ours, this
would mean that we would have more of Alina’s time.
A possible time slip would be 30 hours per week with
us and 10 hours with CV Presbyterian.
We would like to hear from everyone about
their thoughts on this possible partnership. This is a
long process that has many different variables but we
as the call committee need the guidance of the congregation to know if we should pursue this avenue as a
possibility.
We need to have a missional approach to our
call process. We need to make clear we are not doing
this in desperation but as a way to work with the Presbyterian church who are close by to better reach out in
Christ’s name within Scott Township.
We can celebrate our Lutheran heritage in
grace and faith and keep centered in Word and Sacrament but use the leverage of the ELCA full communion partnership even though it brings unprecedented
change like sharing a pastor and other changes to our

The call committee looks forward to hearing from
everyone at our congregational meeting. We will
answer all questions and concerns to the best of our
ability at the meeting. If you are unable to come but
have questions or comments please stop one of the
members of the call committee or Pastor H and
have a conversation.
Thank you,
Call Committee

May 2017 Lutheran and Catholic Joint Commemoration of the Reformation– Did you know?
In 2017, Lutherans and Catholics world-wide are
prayerfully commemorating the Reformation which began 500 years ago. During the past 50 years Lutherans
and Catholics have demonstrated a resolve through theological dialogue to address doctrines and practices that
have kept us apart. These dialogues have resulted in The
Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification, the
document From Conflict to Communion, and A Declaration on the Way, which outline 32 statements of agreement between Lutherans and Catholics.
Visit either: http://usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
ecumenical-and-interreligious/index.cfm
or www.elca.org.ecumenical to view these documents.

THANK YOU FOR GIVING TO SHIM
We continue to collect food for the SHIM Pantry. Recently we took 63 pounds of food over to them! Most
needed right now: canned soup and vegetables, but
anything you pick up on sale is welcomed!
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
If you have a Thrivent account and would like your
“Choice” dollars to benefit our congregation please log
in to your account at www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
and select our church. If you need help, please call Ken
Arthur Jr. Thank You!
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A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT, IN TIME

Happy Birthday
May

Name

Date

Ryan Woodall
Carolyn Hamilton
Matthew Logan
Betty Beck
Christina Strack
Joyce Koch
Shelley Woodall
Matthew Marino
Ken Arthur, Sr.
Karen Leonhard
Lawrence Woodall, IV

1
4
5
10
12
16
21
22
23
25
27

Happy Anniversary
May

A “stewardship way of life” includes being a good
steward of the time we have been given. The following article is taken from the “Congregational Development and Evangelism Network”, a website of the
Episcopal Church. It prompts us to reflect on our
stewardship of time.
How Can I Be a Good Steward of My Time?
In short, put God at the center of your life. We are
provided with many opportunities each day to be good
stewards. We just need to be aware of the choices we
make and the significance of our decisions. Time…
don't let it slip away! No gift is greater than time, and
yet, nothing is so easy to waste. Contrary to our cultural norms, good stewardship of time doesn't mean
being busy all the time. Time spent in prayer, nurturing relationships with our family and friends or just
enjoying the beauty of the world around us is time
well spent. In fact, taking "time out" to nourish ourselves spiritually can be the best thing we can do to
deepen our relationship with God.
Questions to Ponder
Take some time to reflect on these questions and perhaps take them to prayer, asking for God's guidance,
with gratitude for this marvelous gift.
1.

How do I "kill time"?

2.

When have I most appreciated time?

3.

What do I think God wants me to do with
my time?

4.

What obstacles keep me from being a
good steward of my time?

Let’s consider, as a congregation and as individuals,
how we might best steward our time to show love of
God and love of our neighbor.
Sue Kinger

Health & Wellness Ministry Celebration
Name

John and Phyllis Yohe

Date
13

Please join us on May 11th at 2:30 pm for a celebration of health and wellness ministry in the synod with
a special worship service led by Bishop Kurt F. Kusserow. Bishop Kusserow also will preside over Eucharist and offer a blessing and anointing of all in ministry. You are invited to be a part of this time for fellowship and praise!

Page 8
May– 2017

It used to be that one had to be confirmed before
taking communion, then Lutherans welcomed 5th graders to
receive 1st Communion, and now we welcome children of
any age (but request pastor and family do some instruction
first).
On April 9th, Olivia Ballard, Erin Elo, Courtney
Loughney, along with Annika Hollingsworth Schreiber
plus their Moms attended a workshop led by Pastor H and
Carol Logan to finish instruction in the on-going partnership between home and congregation (just as promised at
Baptism). We hope these young girls (kindergarten to 2nd
grade) feel welcome at the Lord’s Table and have a greater
appreciation of the great mystery of the Sacrament.

They all took Communion on Easter.

In the Lutheran Church we believe in the
priesthood of all believers and at this time of year we are
especially aware of how much members of the congregation do.
But we pause to give a special thank you to:
Ron Milavec, Renee Bridges, and the rest of the Worship
committee and Altar Guild, for all their hard work behind
the scenes, our musicians (Skylar and Laura), and our
choir, and Debbie who types and puts all the bulletins
together.
Thank you also to all who helped as readers during the Passion Story and on Good Friday, those who
helped strip the altar on Maundy Thursday (especially
Olivia, Erin and Courtney who helped Renee Bridges),
to Bob Walker for making the cross used on Good Friday, Annika Schreiber who helped pastor set up the Stations of the Cross and for Patricia Petrusik spearheading
the blessing of Easter food event.

During Easter Day Children’s Sermon- Kayleigh and
Xander (in front of Pastor H) and Annika and Olivia
(above to Pastor’s right) and Courtney (partially hidden) checking out what was in the Easter basket!

Girls and their Moms making their banners during
Communion workshop.
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